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Happy St. Patrick’s Day

COMMUMITY MANAGER MESSAGE
Spring is in the Air here at Happy Trails! When the birds
start chipping and the trees are beginning to bloom, you
know we are ready for longer days and warmer weather.
The Nosey Coyote is a publica on of

We begin our 2021-2022 season with a new Board of Directors; we would like to welcome them to our team.

Happy Trails Community Associa on.

Barbara Fugleberg – President
Ron Woodward – Vice President
Mike Rugland – Treasurer

Nosey Coyote Email:
ac vi es@htresort.com
Phone No.: 623.544.6417

Six issues of the Nosey Coyote are
published each year, November
thru April, with circula on scheduled for the first of each month.

The deadline for submission of
copy or adver sing is the 20th of
each month prior to the scheduled date of publica on.
For Flyers, it is the 15th.

Jeff Cousins – Secretary
Marilyn Sorensen – Director
It is our sincere desire to provide our Residents with the
best in Resort living. As we continue to navigate through
Covid-19, we as a team are still dedicated to creating
and maintaining a healthy and safe environment for all
to enjoy.
We have opened up a few more amenities throughout
the Resort like NC1, NC2 and the Performing Arts Center. Even though it is subjected to limited participation,
we are slowly being able to gather once again as friends
and neighbors.
I and the rest of the team do hope you are enjoying the
community and your time in the Resort. If we can be of
any assistance we encourage you to stop by the office
located in the Library. Our front office staff is there and
ready to help.

Jill McGregor, Community Manager
A Positive Leprechaun Sighting
Happy Trails Resort, its management nor the Nosey Coyote do
not necessarily endorse the products or services of adver sers.
Residents patronizing Nosey Coyote adver sers, however, are encouraged to inform them where
they saw the ad.

In March our fancies turn to leprechauns. In that spirit we’d like to extend a fond and heartfelt thank you to the anonymous “leprechaun”
who has been keeping the dumpster area cleaned up on a regular basis.
The area around the dumpsters has always been a messy and unattractive place, but not this season!
Whether he’s a real leprechaun or a gentleman with a heart
of gold, he personifies the old Irish saying, “You’ll never
plow a field by turning it over in your mind.”
So let’s all take a cue from this caring Happy Trails resident. If you
see something that needs to be picked up, just do it!
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS MESSAGE
The Board of Directors welcomes two new Directors to the Board. Ron Woodward and Marilyn Sorensen were newly
elected to the Board. Both of these residents bring significant expertise that will benefit the Board and all residents.
Welcome!
We want to catch you on up on some Board activity and identify some infrastructure projects we anticipate will be completed in the next 6-9 months.
COVID. We continue to have restrictions in place related to COVID. The good news is we are seeing significant decrease in all benchmarks tracked. The Board monitors these benchmarks weekly and is encouraged that we could
ease restrictions as the community transmission category gets into a more favorable range.
Budget Approval. At the February Board meeting, the Board approved the annual budget for the upcoming fiscal year.
While there will not be an additional Capital Improvement Assessment this year, the Board did approve a 6% increase in the base rate to the monthly assessment. The new monthly assessment beginning May 1, 2021 will be:
Monthly dues Total = $178.65
Villas Monthly Total = $206.25
The breakdown of the monthly assessment is as follows:

Base Rate = Operating budget at $128.04 plus Reserve Contribution of $35.39; this is a 6% increase.
Pass-through = Sewer at $12.47 plus Storm water at $2.75. Note: last year’s pass-through was lower due to refund
because City of Surprise overcharged us. This rate is consistent with rate levied 2 years ago.

Villa landscape = $27.60 (no change)
This budget approval includes: 1. Changing the RV space rental to an annual rental for all spaces with no discounts. 2.
DRC fees from a one-time fee for a permit to an annual fee. 3. Hire an additional person in DRC for Compliance, and
4. Renewal of the Mail Center contract.
Major upcoming infrastructure projects (BG&M Committee)
Asphalt repair and replacement. The asphalt in Sections 1 and 7 will be replaced this summer. In addition, we
are getting bids to repair the damaged asphalt on Happy Trails Blvd near the Gazebo and along Roy Rogers
Blvd. The BG&M committee is anticipating having a final recommendation to the Board soon.
Roof Repair. We are close to having bids to address the roof repairs that were identified last season. Recall
this project was delayed due to COVID.
Telecommunications System. The contract with COX has expired. This gives us an opportunity to determine if a
stand-alone system can improve the communication systems throughout the Resort and be more costeffective. The BG&M committee will have a recommendation to the Board by this fall.
Those are just some of the activities going on at the Committee and Board levels. We strongly encourage residents to
attend meetings. That is the best way to stay informed and to give your input!

Barb Fugleberg
President

Ron Woodward
Vice-President

Mike Rugland
Treasurer

Jeﬀ Cousins
Secretary

Marilyn Sorensen
Director
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BOARD Q & A’S
Q

/C

Ques on from Resident re: Budget
In looking at the budget recap in the current
Nosey Coyote, the numbers indicate we are signifi‐
cantly over budget by $38,357 year to date in Ad‐
ministra ve costs. While housekeeping, mainte‐
nance, etc., are under budget ‐ most likely due to
less staﬀ during COVID, why are we OVER in man‐
agement/Admin costs? How do we obtain be er
fiscal oversight?

Ques on from Resident re: Budget
When, if ever will the owners see a list of desired
repairs, improvements based on a two to five year
me frame. I do not mean based on reserve fore‐
cast but actual needed work. I cannot vote for any
HOA increases un l I see such a plan.

Ques on from Resident re: New Employee
I see on recent Nabr blasts that we have a new
recep onist, Saphrina Ross. Will we be mee ng
her at a virtual mee ng?

Ques on from Residents re: Enforcement of Rules & Regs.
I am curious as to why some of the rules and regu‐
la ons in the current CC&R’s are not being ad‐
hered to. I am concerned if our rules are not en‐
forced our community will end up looking like a
rundown trailer park. Examples are:
Interior furniture on people’s covered carport.
U lity trailers being parked on lots.
Full size shed being placed behind exis ng shed.
Metal fencing being placed next to shed and
across parking area approximately 5 . high.
Excessive junk all over RV lot, or on carport.
Addi onal Vehicles parked on the nonpayment
areas

Ques on from Resident re: Status of
Projects
Believe you talked about replacing the tables and
chairs in the gazebo. Will that be done this year?

R
We are over budget In Administra ve is because of line item
5200 Bad Debt. It involves a court case where we awarded all
fines and fees associated with a HT property in foreclosure.
Once the foreclosure process is complete, we could be reim‐
bursed those costs.

Nothing in the CC&Rs that are currently out for approval by the
residents includes any increase in HOA assessment.
The Budget Commi ee does have a five‐year projec on of pro‐
jects that aﬀect the Reserve budget. We will get them to pre‐
pare a report for the residents.
Saphrina Ross was hired to fill the posi on previously occupied
by Jeanne. Saphrina was previously employed as one of our
Security Guards.

There was a great deal of discussion from residents regarding
the desire to have confidence our governing documents (CC&Rs
and Rules & Regs) were being followed.
As a result of the conversa on at the mee ng, we will commit
to sending out the process used by the Compliance staﬀ. In ad‐
di on, we will look at developing a report that summarizes the
types of viola ons found and resolved each month. The intent
is to provide assurance to residents that ac ons are being tak‐
en.

Yes, the Board did approve the funds to replace the furniture in
the Gazebo. The BG&M commi ee is charged with selec ng
the exact furniture. No exact date yet, but definitely within the
next 6 weeks.
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BOARD Q & A’S, con’t
Ques on from Resident re: Recycling
We like to recycle, but it makes it tough when bins
are filled to the brim. We were told we should be
able to take cardboard to recycle on Monday,
a er emptying. When I went there at 4 p.m., the
bin was filled to overflowing. Can you please help
us out?

We are grateful that so many residents want to recycle and
acknowledge it is frustra ng to find the bins full. This season
we found the pickup dates have been “flexible” and out of our
control. We will look into how we can communicate the status
of the bins to all residents.

Ques on from Resident re: Status of
Projects

The Board has approved the funds to replace the asphalt in Sec‐
ons 1 and 7 this summer. In addi on, repairs to the asphalt
along Happy Trails Blvd (near the Gazebo) and along Roy Rogers
Blvd will occur at the same me. We do not have a specific
date yet, but it will be communicated to residents as the me
draws near.

Can you tell us anything on what will happen with
roads in HT this summer? Some roads are ge ng
bad.

Ques on from Resident re: COVID restric ons
Whose line of thinking is it that keeps the board
from mee ng in the BALLROOM in person?

We stopped having the Board meet in the Ballroom in early
December due to the Execu ve Direc ve by AZ Governor Ducey
on December 2nd when he decreased the crowd sizes al‐
lowed. Since we knew then we could not allow groups larger
than 50 to meet there, we decided it would be best for the
Board members not to meet there also.
We track weekly data related to COVID to see how trends are
up or down. The good news is, the trend is heading in the right
direc on and we may be able to relax our restric ons by the
next Board mee ng.

Ques on from Resident re: COVID restric ons
Why only 16 allowed in NC1 and NC2, many mes
the sunbathers are there for hrs and are socially
distanced and they prevent swimmers from enjoy‐
ing the pool. Time to relook at this rule.

Ques on from Resident re: Status of
CC&R approval
Please update us on CC&Rs revision vote count.
I'm s ll mee ng residents who have not sent
theirs in because misplaced or forgot. Why don't
you send out weekly reminders like the CW and
PO? Since oﬃce is not open all day, is it possible to
put vo ng forms out in PO hallway for conven‐
ience of residents?

The numbers for each pool were based on social distancing fac‐
tors as outlined by the AZ Governor last year. As the weather
gets even be er and more seasonal residents arrive, it is only
going to get more crowded.
We will post a reminder to residents that the pool is for the use
of all residents and request their help by limi ng their me to
one hour. Also, as the COVID numbers improve, we will re‐
evaluate the number of residents allowed in each pool area.
We do not have an updated number as many residents have
dropped their Wri en Consent into the ballot box used for the
Board Elec on ballots; that box is not opened un l February
12th. Once we have that info we will let residents know.
The proposed changes to the CC&Rs and Bylaws are available
on our website and located in the Informa on bins in the Mail
Center.
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BOARD Q & A’S, con’t
Ques on from Resident re: Board acon on Pet Park:
CC&R 2.1 states "Every Owner shall have a nonex‐
clusive easement for use and enjoyment of the
Common Areas". The BODs passed a Mo on to
Restrict the access to the Dog Park by Club Mem‐
bers Only, This is a viola on of CC&R 2.1
Another resident wrote: Perhaps the core of the
issue is can the board decide to take "common
areas" away from the homeowners? If so, what
are the limits of how much can be taken
away? (Referring to taking the dog park away
from general use).

We acknowledge that some residents are upset with the Board
gran ng the Pet Club exclusive use of the Pet Park. We did con‐
sult our legal counsel on this issue. His response is included
here.
While an owner can argue they have rights to use the Common
Areas, the Board has the ability to make reasonable rules re‐
garding the Common Area. Specifically this Board authority
comes from Sec ons 2.1.2 and 3.9 of the Declara on. Sec on
2.1.2 states that the right to use the Common Area is subject to
the Board’s rule making authority. Sec on 3.9 authorizes the
Board to make rules. Addi onally, Sec on 4.3 allows the Board
to reserve certain Common Areas for exclusive use of certain
Owners.
The bo om‐line is any Board ac on needs to be reviewed for
reasonableness. The Board was informed there were ongoing
issues with nonresidents using the Pet Park and noncompliance
with COVID guidelines. The Pet Club oﬀered to take responsibly
for monitoring ac vity and maintaining the area. The cost to
join the Club is low. For those reasons, the Board felt this deci‐
sion was reasonable. We will keep this issue “open to reconsid‐
era on” as we evaluate if the issues have been solved by this
ac on.

Performing Arts Center

Helen Parente of Lot 1544 passed on February
23, 2021.
Ruby Harris of Lot 974 passed on February 9,
2021.
Maria Hjelmen of Lot 258 passed on January 30,
2021. She is survived by her husband, Craig.
Hank Burnat of Lot 296 passed on January 23,
2021. He is survived by his wife, Be y.
Karen Murphy of Lot 1093 passed on January 19,
2021. She is survived by her husband, Jay.
Al Sjodin of Lot 147 passed on January 3,
2021. His is survived by his wife, Jan.
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BUDGET
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MAIL CENTER
ALPHA BOX
For residents that aren’t aware, the Mail Center has an Alpha Box located directly inside the door on
the wall to the le of the door. The box is for residents to send correspondence inside the resort without it going thru the Mail Center. Correspondence can be placed in the box by last name. Please
check the box o en as there are s ll cards in there from Christmas.
·
Masks are mandatory in the Mail Center. That means the lobby, the ac vi es room, the window;
all common areas that residents will be in. It’s very important that everyone social distance and be
safe, not only just for you but for others as well.
·
If you do not feel comfortable coming up to the window to pick up your package and mail, we
have delivery service for $3. Please call 623-546-2494 or email lillywoodspo@aol.com.
·
If you typically receive several items of mail a day, it would be helpful if you emp ed your box
frequently. The boxes cannot hold a lot, and overflow creates challenges.
·
If you see the light is s ll on behind the boxes, that means we are s ll processing mail. We have a
new sign in the lobby that will indicate when the process is completed.
·
When mail arrives with a name or “current resident," we are required to put it in the box. So, it
may not be in your name, but that is why you received it. If you don't want it, throw it away.
·
Payments. We only take cash or check. To make this process touchless and safe, make your check
out to HTMC and write your driver’s license number and state ini als at the top.
·
When sending priority packages, please make sure the package is 15 pounds or less.
·
When picking up your packages, make sure you bring your card that was in your mailbox. That
card tells us were it is located by color and symbol.
·
Remember, USPS will NOT forward any mail from the Happy Trails address of 17200 W. Bell Rd.,
Surprise, AZ 85374. Even if you scratch out the address and write a diﬀerent address on the envelope,
that mail will come right back to your mailbox.
·
We do have a sending mail service for you. Come to the window, email, or call for details.
·
We sell packing tape for $4 per roll, plain white privacy nt envelopes for 10 cents each, size 4.13
inches by 9.5 inches; yellow envelopes $1, size 10 inches by 13 inches.
·
We have a variety of sizes of priority boxes and envelopes to ship your items.
·
We sell books of stamps for $11. You get 20 stamps in a book. We have global stamps for $1.20
each. We have postcard stamps 35 cents each. We have single stamps for 55 cents each, and we have
70 cent stamps.
Thank you,
Lilly Woods
Owner/Operator HTMC
623-546-2494

NOSEY COYOTE ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
Please note that the Nosey Coyote email is no longer ac ve. Please email ar cle submis‐
sions to: ac vi es@htresort.com OR online at Resources‐Public Online Forms‐Nosey Coy‐
ote Newsle er Ar cle Submission. Thank you.
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DRC

DON’T FORGET!
2021 Palm Tree Trimming Program
The DRC Oﬃce is s ll collec ng applica ons for the 2021 Palm Tree Program. This pro‐
gram allows Residents to pre‐pay to have their palm trees trimmed and or skinned in the
summer at a discounted price. Applica ons to sign up for this program will be available in the
Mail Center, Main Oﬃce, DRC Oﬃce, as well as on our website. A (locked) drop box is placed
in the Library so Residents can a ach payment to their applica on, seal it in an envelope and
drop it in the box.
All Payments must be made payable to Top Quality Lawn & Grounds Service.
If you have any ques ons regarding this program, please don’t hesitate to email or call. I
hope everyone has a wonderful month!
Sincerely,
Mike Knize (DRC)

HAPPY TRAILS HIKING CLUB
The Happy Trails Hiking Club will start up again on Tuesday, March 2, 2021. We typically do two hikes a
week. The established schedule is Tuesday and Thursday. This is not set in stone and we do make adjust‐
ments for specific events.
On hike day we meet at the Town Center Mail Center and depart from there. Most hikes are within a 50
mile radius of Happy Trails. Due to the Coronavirus, transporta on this year will not be provided. Each per‐
son or couple must provide or arrange their own transporta on. Many of our hikes are in the Maricopa Park
System so an investment in the yearly park pass is highly recommended.
Properly worn face mask are mandatory when mee ng at the Mail Center. Masks are again required at the
trailhead circle up. On the trail your face mask must be available in case of any unforeseen event. Each hiker
should have available basic first aid equipment. On the trail we will maintain 10 feet of spacing.
Hiking Boots (Shoes), two liters of water and a snack are mandatory. At least one hiking pole is recommend‐
ed.
All Happy Trails Hiking Club “oﬃcial informa on” is done by internet. Usually on a Friday evening the follow‐
ing week’s hikes are announced. The loca on, distance to be hiked and, if possible, the eleva on change are
announced.
You are responsible for determining your own health condi on and your personal fitness for any par cular
hike. If in doubt DO NOT MAKE THAT SPECIFIC HIKE. At our ages it is almost impossible to rate a hike’s diﬃ‐
culty for everyone.
I can always be reached at joemhuzs@gmail.com. Looking forward to our next hikes. Joe Hughes
9

HAPPY TRAILS VOLUNTEERS
A WIN-WIN FOR EVERYONE!
No argument that 2020 (and 2021, so far) have been stressful.
Looking for ways to DECREASE the stress in your life? Try volunteering at Happy Trails! It may
sound a little odd, but medical studies have proven that volunteering reduces stress, combats depression, keeps you mentally stimulated and provides a sense of purpose.
There are even more benefits to volunteering at your Happy Trails home, such as widening your circle of friends, becoming an influencer, and learning about the doings of a committee or other area of
interest.
Unlike a job, volunteering is when you CHOOSE to do something, not when you HAVE to do it.
That’s a big difference. Volunteering doesn’t have to involve a long-term commitment or take a huge
amount of time. You can volunteer a few hours a month or on an as-needed basis. There are visible
places like the Chuckwagon, Library and other amenities, a committee or an event, as well as openings for behind-the-scenes assistance you might not know about. The list of volunteer opportunities
is endless. Check with HT Administration to find out where you are needed. And you ARE needed!
A plentiful, consistent volunteer base helps keep our monthly HOA fees low. We all need ways to
keep brain and body active, and it’s important to feel useful at any age. See? Volunteering is a winwin for everybody!

FIND THE POT OF GOLD.
MARCH IS VOLUNTEER MONTH!
Due to COVID restrictions this year, the annual “Volunteer Day”
is cancelled BUT management has elected to
have “VOLUNTEER MONTH” instead.
If you have volunteered during the 2020-2021 season, beginning March
1st—March 5th you can come into Activities (we have a list of volunteers)
and pick up and sign for 4 coupons which entitles you to the following:


Taco Salad from the Chuckwagon (good for 4 different dates)



St. Patrick’s Day cupcake (pickup in Activities on March 17th between 9 am—1
pm)



Donuts & Coffee (pickup in the Library on March 25th between 7:30—10 am)



Appreciation Gift (pickup in Activities the week of March 29th –April 1st, 2021)
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QUILT ROOM
RAFFLE QUILT WINNER!!
The winner of the Happy Trails Quilt Club Raffle Quilt, Dorothy Land, was presented with the beautiful blue
and white quilt by Raffle chair, Cindy Jones! Dorothy and Garland just recently became HT residents!!
CONGRATULATIONS, DOROTHY!!

This raffle quilt was the club’s scaled down version of the 2021 Annual Quilt Show!
The members of the Quilt Club appreciate the incredible support the residents of Happy Trails gave us! There
were tickets sent to Florida, Colorado, Minnesota, New York and many other states!! The children of Project
Linus, who will receive quilts thank you all also. Your generosity will buy more fabric for volunteers to use for
future quilts.
Interestingly enough, there were some elderly this past year who benefitted also as there was a request made
and our club answered it.
Another set of winners were the Paint Chip Challenge winners! These ladies had 3 paint chips to use to create a quilt in one of three categories.
Most Artistic was created by Dixie McAndrews.

Most Fun & Unusual was created by Linda Knauf.

Best Use and Match of Colors was created by Rita Barnes.

There are many classes offered to members of the Quilt Club also.
Thursdays are reserved for Project Linus volunteer quilt makers in the Quilt Room.

If you would like to be part of this wonderful, worthwhile project,
contact Jeannette Duffy (623-209-4536) or Ginny Pahlow (928-856-0174).
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PATROL

HTCA Board of Director
Election News
Stock Picture

By now, most of you are aware of the
HTCA BOD elec on results. We would
like to congratulate the following indi‐
viduals on their win and welcome
them to the BOD and wish them suc‐
cess in the coming years.
1. Barbara Fugleberg
2. Marilyn Sorenson
3. Ronald Woodward
The elec on commi ee has worked
hard to insure the integrity/accuracy
of the elec on and to process
the mailings and tally results in a me‐
ly manner. We thank all who par ci‐
pated in this huge task.
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The goal of ACTIVITIES is to provide enjoyable
entertainment and events
to foster community pride and friendships!

St. Patrick’s Day Golf Cart Parade
On Tuesday, March 16, 2021 at 4 pm at the Town Center parking lot to receive your cart number and pic‐
ture taken. Prizes will be given for 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th place. Residents can pick up a ballot in Ac vi es be‐
ginning Monday, March 15th at 9 am.

60 Miles in 60 Days Challenge
The 60 Challenge started on February 1, 2021 and ends on April 1, 2021. The goal of the self‐guided chal‐
lenge is to log 60 miles of walking in HAPPY TRAILS in 60 days. Let all get out and enjoy the fresh air and
get some exercise. This is a 60 mile Challenge, but you also can walk more miles if you desire.

2021 Scavenger Hunt
I want to give a big THANK YOU to Will McNamee, Bev Youngren and Vicki Warren for doing an awesome
job on the Scavenger Hunt. Thank you for all your me and crea vity you donated to the hunt.
Thelma Beaulieu, Ac vi es Coordinator

Ac vi es Coordinator
SINGLES SOCIAL CLUB meets every Wednesday
from 10AM to noon. In season we meet at NC2 and
in the summer we meet at NC1. We come together
to support each other and make new friends. We
have theme par es and many ac vi es outside our
mee ngs. We are Happy Trails residents and renters
who have, never been married, divorced or wid‐
owed. You are welcome to join us. Trudy Skelton,
President 623‐221‐4920

COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE

February 15th Guys and Gals Tournament.
Join us for this fun 18 hole tournament.

The Commi ee would like to hear sugges ons
from Residents: What new forms of communica‐
on would you like to see? Should changes be
made to current forms? Do you see "too much of
this and not enough of that"?
If you became a new owner recently, would you
please tell us your experience of “learning the
ropes”. Were the materials you received from the
HTCA oﬃce helpful? Did you find it easy to find the
informa on you needed? What could have been
done to help you more?

Signup sheet is in the Breezeway. 5 dollars
per person. Game will be on signup sheet.
8am shotgun start.

Please contact us at htcomments@gmail.com.
Your help is appreciated. Thank you. We will be
mee ng on Monday, March 15, at 1 p.m. using

For more info, call Gloria at 707 357 0998 or
email: vantasselgloria9@gmailcom.

GoToMee ng; all residents are welcome to a end
virtually.

Guys & Gals Golf
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SURPRISE, AZ

By: Ric Hines

Homer C. Ludden was born on November 27 1880, in Surprise, Butler County, Nebraska, to Charles W Ludden and
Emma Jane Ludden (born Clark). He lived in Nebraska from 1880-1910, and Arizona from 1910-1958. Homer was a
graduate of Nebraska State Normal School and the University of Nebraska
He was a milkman, mail carrier, service station owner, realtor, land developer, a member of the Glendale Town Council
and an Arizona state legislative representative. Homer married Edna Adelle Pritchett (born Robinson) in 1922, at age
41. Edna was born in 1888, in Scribner, Nebraska. They had one daughter: Kathryn E. Lieber (born Ludden). They divorced in 1948, (Homer, age 67) in Arizona. Homer then married Flora Mae (Gillett) Statler (May 29, 1890-Oct 4,
1953) sometime after 1948.
After World War I, Flora’s father, Charles E. Gillett, opened a service station in Glendale with Homer C. Ludden, with
whom he also worked in insurance and real estate. (Texaco products were available in 1923 at the service station of
Homer and Charlie.) Gillett’s daughter, Flora Mae (Gillett) Statler, was one of the attendants who pumped gas. Flora
was born in Moab (Pulaski), Missouri to Rachel and Charles Edwin Gillett, an old-school multi-hyphenate who brought
his family to Glendale, making them early city residents. Among other things, Charles was a service-station owner, real
estate investor, a protestant clergyman, and friend to Arizona’s first governor, George W.P. Hunt. Flora was first married to Luther Ward Statler (1882-1959) in 1911 and then to Homer Charles Ludden, sometime after 1948.
Homer and Flora became partners in their real estate business comprised mostly of real estate development west of
Phoenix. Ludden and Statler secured the agreements to purchase the Luke Field properties in 1940 to start development
of the town of Surprise, AZ. It is likely named Surprise for her longtime friend, business partner, and eventual husband
Homer C. Ludden, who was born and raised in Surprise, Nebraska.
BTW....There is also the very small town of Surprise, NY with no known connections to NE or AZ.
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RESIDENT PROFILE
One of Happy Trails’ longest-term residents almost a centenarian!
By Dave Pettinari
When Shirley and Norris Getty, originally from Janesville, Wisconsin, came to Happy Trails Resort from
Lakewood, CO, in 1985, it was very different than it is today -- dirt roads, rattlesnakes and skunks roamed
the area along with coyotes that still remain, and the ballroom and central office areas were still under construction. The early comers had to drive five miles to shop at the nearest grocery.
Where the post office and quilters room are now was a convenience store and ice cream parlor. The resort
used to give folks paying their monthly rental fees playing cards, dice, and pictures of Roy Rogers and Dale
Evans, who came here to entertain when the resort opened.
Full-timers who originally came here in an RV then built a park model, Shirley and Norris were among the
original 80 residents who settled here. “They are all gone now but me,” said Shirley.
Shirley, who will turn 97 in March, continued to live here after her husband passed away in 1992. A good
friend, John Ritter, who with his wife, Nancy, used to take Shirley to lunch and to Fry’s once a week to shop
for groceries, still helps her today even after his wife died.
Among Shirley’s good memories of living here was the year the couple was asked to pick up Roy Rogers
and Dale Evans at the airport. They had a villa here where they stayed for a week or so when they entertained. Shirley said she and Norris drove a Cadillac, while many other residents drove pickups, and that is
why they were asked to pick up the well-known entertainers.
“They were just country folk; they were just like us,” she said of the well-known entertainers and movie stars.
It wasn’t long before Happy Trails had a Roy Rogers museum, complete with a picture of his horse, a lunch
box that belonged to them, and other memorabilia.
She and Norris opened a ceramics shop in Happy Trails where Norris fired the kiln and poured the molds.
They both taught ceramics, and they made vases with embedded flowers and leaves they called the Getty
Collection that they sold in five shops in Sedona. Nancy, John Ritter’s deceased wife, was one of her students.
Out of high school, Shirley went to work for Parker Pens for 20 years, then worked as a school secretary.
Norris was a machinist working in research and development with Martin Marietta in Colorado.
She chuckled when I asked if she was related to J. Paul Getty. “Nope,” she said, “and he didn’t leave me a
nickel!”
Getty was the American-born British petrol-industrialist and wealthy Getty family patriarch who was once kidnapped and freed after his captors cut off his ear to convince the family to pay the $2.5 million ransom.
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WHITETHORN RESIDENTS ARE READY FOR
ST. PATRICK’S DAY.

Fellow Karaokiens,
I am sitting in 12 below temperature with piles of snow so
high they are bringing trucks to carry loads away. We are
told to sure to let your car warm up 15 minutes and scrape
ice off!
People say, “Isn’t it beautiful”! Absolutely, I say (if you’re
an Eskimo). I prefer ice in my drinks at HT!
I tell you I am quite lucky that I am being looked at and not
viewed! I have 3 walkers and meals on wheels and have an
ablation scheduled for March 2nd. Will be like new and
hopefully after all your prayers can still get
to AZ for a while. Take care of yourselves
and keep singing. Pat Anderson

Happy Trails Pet Club - Where Pets and People Make Friends!
The Pet Club maintains the Pet Park! Please consider volunteering to help! Thank you to the same volunteers who maintain
the Pet Park every week!
Please report any Pet Park pet incidents to htpetclub@gmail.com!
The Pet Club is working to raise money for a gravel area with fake fire hydrants in the Pet Park; dona ons are greatly appreciat‐
ed. Part of your annual dues will go toward this project. As a pet parent, please prac ce good pet e que e and keep your pet
under control when walking; do not let your pet wander onto your
neighbor’s property!
PET CLUB 2020 -2021 OFFICERS
President – Cindy Jones – 360.731.3858
Vice President
Secretary – Jennifer Elswick – 614.680.5915
Treasurer – Marilyn Clyne – 623.546.9404

Remember to check the Pet Park bulle n board for fun and updated informa on!

HAPPY TRAILS RESORT MOTORCYCLE CLUB
Members of Happy Trails Resort Motorcycle Club con nue to meet every Wednesday and
Friday at 09:00 am in the parking lot of the Great Eagle Golf Club parking lot. Most rides are
spontaneous, arriving members deciding where they would like to go.
Some rides are planned as a trip to the “Hall of Flame” museum last week. If there is any‐
place you would like to go, contact President Karl Hutchinson and a ride can be planned.
Members will be informed of planned rides through the HTRMC List E‐Mail. Monthly
mee ngs con nue to be postponed due to Covid.
Any new members wan ng to join the club contact:
Karl Hutchinson, Pres.
916‐768‐0437
Rpdmotor33@yahoo.com
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2ND ANNUAL HAPPY TRAILS PHOTO SCAVENGER HUNT 2021
Another successful Photo Hunt within Happy Trails. We had 90 entries, 34 correct. We drew from all the
correct entries for the 14 prizes.
GRAND PRIZE: Nancy & Larry Oger were the grand winners of gourmet lunch basket. A big thanks to Jean
Sproehnle for preparing pa o picnic for two au‐deux…..Yummy!
Other winners: Cindi Welfinger, Peggy Walther, Carey Scheller, Jimmy Blades/Joan Jackson, Deanna Greek,
Ed & Nancy Sipple, Beverley Deines, Joyce Hancock, Dawn Godwin, Kris n Box, Donna Zi ergruen, Sharron‐
Ward
Thank you for dona ons from HT Ac vi es, Donna Roberts, Sandi Ri er, Lora Newby, Pickleball Club.
Thanks to Will McNamee for keeping track of submi ed entries and tabula ng results. We have posted the
correct answers in the Post Oﬃce annex. The incorrect entries are in post oﬃce w/note on correc ons. If
your entry is not in pile, then it was correct but not drawn as winner.
We hope everyone had fun exploring our community and thank you for par cipa ng.
Will McNamee, Vicki Warren, and Beverly Youngren
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Genealogy Club
When you search for ancestors, you find
great friends! – Unknown
Meet us, via Zoom, for great advice and
companions along your ancestral‐seeking
journey. We’ll be the ones jumping for joy
with you when you find more clues to your
family and helpful when you need another
place to look for them!
Email your request to join us to:
htgenealogy@outlook.com

SAWMILL CLUB
The Sawmill Cub has decided NOT to have their fund‐
raising annual cookout this year. Instead the Sawmill is
going to replace the cookout with 3 events on March
13, 2021.
Due to the current issues on going, we will be having
other events with low contact and following all Happy
Trails provisions for face masks, social distancing and
sanita on.

10/15/25/50 RAFFLE
Tickets are 1 for $1 or 6 for $5
Purchase your ckets at the Sawmill Monday – Friday
from 8 am – 4 pm.
Tickets will be sold on Tuesdays & Thursdays beginning
Tuesday, February 9th from 9‐12 outside the mail cen‐
ter.
Drawing will be Saturday, March 13, 2021.
Do not have to be present to win.

OUTDOOR SILENT AUCTION
Masks are required.
Silent auc on to be held in the Sawmill yard. Come bid
on fine wood pieces made by our Sawmill Club mem‐
bers.
4th Place

ANNUAL WALK-THRU OF SAWMILL
Masks are required and we will be limi ng the number
of persons in the Sawmill building for social distancing.
The annual walk‐thru of the sawmill building to view all
the great projects that the Sawmill club members have
made and see all the great equipment and facility we
have to u lize for our cra !

1st Place
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The HTCA Ofϐice Window is open Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM - 11:30 AM and by
ment only Monday - Friday from 12:30 - 3:30 PM. Reach us by emailing happytrails@htresort.com or by calling 623-584-0066.

appoint-

RV Storage and Notary Service hours are Wednesday - Friday from 8:00 AM - 11:00 AM at the
HTCA Ofϐice inside the Library.
The Happy Trails Activities Ofϐice hours are 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Monday - Friday.
SOCIAL DISTANCING and MASKS are mandatory in Happy Trails Resort in common areas and upon entry
through the Gate when stopping at the Guard House.
Guests and Visitors are only allowed to enter the Resort via the Guard House at the Front Gate with a con‐
firmed reserva on from the Property Owner that the guest is going to their property.

Currently there is NO ACCESS to the Resort facili es (including pools and spas),
clubs, ac vi es or events for any guest or visitor.
NC1 POOL ‐ 16 total residents are allowed within the pool fenced area
NC2 POOL ‐ 16 total residents are allowed within the pool fenced area
TOWN CENTER POOL— 34 total residents are allowed within the pool fenced area
VILLA POOL ‐ 16 total residents are allowed within the pool fenced area
CASCADE SPA ‐ 6 total residents are allowed within the spa fenced area
RANCH SPA ‐ 6 total residents are allowed within the spa fenced area

The following Clubs are approved to resume mee ngs with social distancing,
masks and cleaning procedures in place. * Please note the clubs are open to
members only. NO VISITORS OR GUESTS ALLOWED.
The following Clubs are open:
Stitchery
Lapidary
Arts and Crafts
Sawmill
Fitness Center
HT Writers Group
Pet Club
Singles Social Club
Tai Chi

Quilt Club
Ceramics
Glass Room
Billiards
Pet Park
Lady Putters
RV Club
SPAM

Apple Club
Table Tennis
Firearms Enthusiasts
Genealogy
Krazy 8 Golf
Library
Pickleball
String & Things

Women of Faith
Hamburger Golf
HT 4-Wheel Drivee
HT Karaoke
HT Theater Group
Line Dancing
Shuffleboard
Table Tennis

NOTE: Some clubs have cancelled meetings for the remainder of the season.
The following Facilities will be closed until further notice and all scheduled meetings for
these Facilities have been canceled.
Lantana Room

Ponderosa Room

Chaparral Room
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