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Wow! The years just fly by when you’re having fun. It’s been 30 years since I moved to Happy
Trails at age 50. My Retired husband and I knew we wanted to be actively involved in everything
we could fit in.We found that we were busier in Retirement than we were in our working lives.
We’d been visiting Happy Trails 4 or 5 times a
year since 1986 while we lived in Phoenix.We loved
this place in all Seasons, even Summer. When he
Retired, I left my Public Relations position and we
moved to Happy Trails. We found that this resort
was not a place, but a state of mind. Once we
drove through the front gate, we experienced a
feeling of peace and sublime happiness. We knew
we were HOME.
Trying many volunteer opportunities, I found
my best fit on a yet unnamed publication that
came together in January of 1991. I volunteered
as reporter in February, at the same time our fledgling monthly publication was given the name
“The Nosey Coyote”.
My hobbies had been photography and writing since as far back as
my pre-teen years, so I jumped right into the boat without so much as a
paddle. In May 1993 the new Editor named me her only Associate, and I
slipped into the role as Editor in October of 93. October of 2018 marked
my having enjoyed 25 years in this position.
However, I’d be remiss if I did not share that we are a solid team, since
our three Associate Editors pull more than
their own share of the weight. We work very
well together. We manage to have some fun
while utilizing our various talents and skills. Our
team is very professional and I am so proud of
everyone who works in the office and the field.
The Nosey Coyote is also fortunate to have amazing guest contributors who submit interesting articles.
I must confess that I did not look this far down the road from our
humble beginnings as “cut-and-paste” copy. Today, the publication is
completed on computers.
Our original Coyote Crew began this journey together not quite
sure where we were going with it. It’s been challenging and extremely
interesting as we learned, grew and evolved into the prize winning
publication we have become 28 years later.
I am looking forward to finishing out this Season with my co-workers who have become my
friends. Since I will turn 80 in April, I think it is time for this cowgirl to hang up her spurs.

with Gabby Hayes
The Nosey Coyote is a publication of
Happy Trails Community Association
under the Activities Director.
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Celebrate April

Patrol

A resident recently stated that he had monitored the traffic at the
Town Center and Happy Trails Blvd. for just 20 minutes and witnessed 14
golf carts and 62 bicycles that drove through the 3 stop signs. We have
all witnessed a disregard for stop signs, speeding, parking and other rules.
The question many have asked is “what is Patrol doing about enforcing
our traffic rules?”
Patrol has 3 eight hour shifts daily with 2 officers on duty. One is
always in the Gate House and one patrols, when not needed for other
duties. Our goal is to patrol all streets and check each facility during the
first 2 shifts and twice during the night shift. This is no small task since
Happy Trails has 12 miles of streets, with 85+ stop signs. We also have
9 structures supporting our resident’s activities, with 20 bathrooms, 12
pools/hot tubs, 160+ doors/gates, 4 laundries, etc.We also drive through
the storage lots, walk the Villas, check the maintenance yard, Sawmill and
pet gates as well as secure facilities such as the Ballroom by locking the
doors at night and unlocking them in the morning. Our night crew has
discovered 4 fires and notified the Fire Department before any damage
was done.
The Patrol Guard House number is 623-584-0068, please call us
when you see anything or anyone violating the rules! We are here for
your security and to serve you. Please note that Private security/patrol
officers are not sworn Law Enforcement professionals (police officers/
Sheriff Deputies) and are limited in what they are allowed to do in Arizona. However, infractions of safety rules as mentioned earlier will be
cited whenever possible and reported to the Front Office. Residents
can assist in limiting violations by setting the example of following the
rules and keeping us safe.
If you have any suggestions or questions, please send them to the
Patrol Captain at: htguards@gmail.com

Did you know that April is National
Poetry Month? Are you a “poet but you
don’t know it”? Sorry for the cliché, but
after all, the 1st is April Fool’s Day.The
rest of the month of April is jam-packed
with daily holidays and observances,
religious, secular and just plain silly.
Here are a few of the known and
lesser known observances happening
this month: National Autism Day (4/2),
United Nations Mine Awareness Day
(4/4), National Beer Day (4/7, really!),
Vimy Ridge Day (4/7, Canada),Thomas
Jefferson’s Birthday (4/13), Tax Day
(4/15 – ahem!), Bicycle Day (4/19), Lima
Bean Respect Day (4/20), 1st day of
Passover (4/20), Easter Sunday (April
21), St. George’s Day (4/22, Canada),
Earth Day (4/22), Administrative Professionals Day (4/24 – ah, I remember
it well),Take Our Daughters & Sons to
Work Day (4/25 – maybe at this stage
of life THEY should be taking US),
Arbor Day (4/26), International Dance
Day (4/29).
It looks like everybody has a reason
to celebrate something in April, so go
right ahead!

Senior Olympics Winners

Doug Evans, Coyote Photographer, and Peg had the privilege of doing a photo shoot of three of our Happy Trails Senior
Olympics Winners. Merv Armstrong won 5 medals at the Arizona State Games held
in Scottsdale. Gold in Javelin, Triple Jump and 50M Race. He also won Silver in Long Jump
and Bronze in Discus. These accomplishments are particularly amazing as Merv was in the
80—84 age bracket. Way to go Merv!
His wife Ellie won 2 Gold in Discus
and Shotput in the 70-79 group. She has a
great background in competitions winning
Gold in Canada and Silver at Nationals.
Carl Heger won 3 metals, 2 Bronze in
Shot Put and Discus and a Silver in Javelin.
His friend Ellie chirped, “Hi-yo, Silver!”
Ellie added that she was the boss lady
of the two guys saying, with a glint in her
eye, “I told them where to go!”

Stay Informed:

happytrailsproperties.com

Classified real estate service for residents and those who wish to join us.

www.htresort.com
Info and help for residents

www.happytrailsresort.info
Promotes the resort near and far
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RESORT NEWS
CHUCK WAGON

BOARD BUZZ

The Chuckwagon will close after lunch on Friday, May 24.
Wednesday night dinners will continue into May depending
on turnout. The Ice Cream Parlor will stay open until further
notice. The Watering Hole at the Town Center pool will
stay open thru May 24 depending on volunteers and turnout.
The Friday night Seafood Roundup will continue until further
notice also. Please note that there will be no Friday night
Seafood Roundup on the first Friday of the month due to
Vendor’s Day. Easter Sunday is April 21. The Chuckwagon will
be open and serving breakfast from 7-8:30 AM to folks who
have tickets issued by the Christian Fellowship. Breakfast
will be scrambled eggs, choice of sausage patty or bacon,
toast, coffee or juice.
Volunteer hours for the month of February totaled
1,836.5. Thank you to our many volunteers who give of their
time and energy in support of the Chuckwagon. Couldn’t
have done it without you!
We also want to thank Todd Skinner for his commitment
to serving hundreds of great meals morning, noon and night.
We know it has been a challenge… you are appreciated.

Thank you for voting for the Asset Improvement Fee and
consenting to this amendment of our C C & R’s (governing
documents). You submitted 1074 consent ballots, 73 more
than needed to pass, so the vote was closed on February
15. February 28, 2019, for all purchase documents signed
after February 27 is the date new purchasers will include
this fee in the escrow process. Boosting our reserves to
handle major capital items will help our community remain
in good condition and up to date. Thank you for supporting
the Happy Trails we all love!
The annual vote for 3 board members concluded on
February 15. The 3 successful candidates included Barbara
Fugleberg, incumbent and now President, Sharon O’Leary,
new V-P, and Bill Rhoads, new Director. If you check out Board
Contacts information, Meeting Dates, and Board Minutes at
htresort.com, you will find it easy to stay informed about
resort news all year round.
Most of all, we hope you have fun during your time here
in Happy Trails!
Kay Egley, Secretary, Lot 1285

lone diner

In the interest of journalism your Lone Diner
recently attended one of the many events catered by the Chuckwagon, the annual Minnesota
State Dinner. (“Ya, you betcha!”)
As a clueless guest I winced at some of the
Ole & Lena jokes, but as a serious restaurant reviewer I
focused on the dinner part of the evening. My roast beef
dinner included a green salad, mashed potatoes & gravy,
cooked carrots and a roll with butter. Hot things were hot,
cold things cold, and the food was ready in a timely manner.
It’s hard to believe the serving staff were all volunteers.
A man could wax poetic over the amazingly tender, moist
& tasty roast beef, served piping hot. Another highlight of
my dinner was the cooked carrots, perfectly seasoned and
with just the right amount of crunch. Honestly, it’s been a
long time since I could call cooked carrots a highlight of any
meal, but these were stellar.
Good lord willin’ and the creeks don’t rise, I’ll be able
to satisfy my hankering for Happy Trails Chuckwagon grub
often next season. But in the meantime,“Hi-yo Silver,Away!”

Saturday, April 6
Rotary Club of Surprise is sponsoring its 6th annual
“Taste of Surprise” on April 6, 2019 at Surprise Stadium.
General Admission and VIP tickets are on sale now! Purchase your tickets online at TASTEOFSURPRISE.COM.
General Admission tickets are $25 and VIP tickets are $75.
Many restaurants including our very own Chuckwagon
will be participating in this event. Representatives from the
Rotary Club will be here with laptop computers to help folks
sign up the first week of April due to online purchasing only.
Watch for fliers and e-mails announcing the location of the
Rotary Reps and specific dates to purchase your tickets.

Like us on Facebook:
The Chuckwagon
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resort news
Updated Properties’ Boards

PONY EXPRESS

The Communications Committee now has two ways
to help owners sell or rent their properties. We are taking
responsibility for the bulletin board cards which owners use
to advertise their properties for sale or rent. New cards
are available in the basket in the library. As of April 1, all
older-version cards will be removed. We’re fortunate that
long-time volunteer Marshall Shapiro will continue to handle
posting of ads on the board.
Cards will be posted for 90 days (except during the
summer season). Each card will show the current rental fee
or sales price. If owners want to advertise seasonal rentals,
another form needs to be completed for posting for the
upcoming season; make a note on the back indicating when
the ad should be posted.
http://happytrailsproperties.com/, the free website
available to all owners, is easier than ever to use. Advertising online means the properties will be seen by people far
and wide who are interested in renting or buying an RV Lot
or habitable home in our Resort. Far more detail about the
property is shown on the website ad, including pictures and
seasonal rental fees.
Remember: comments are always welcome at htcomments@gmail.com.
Pat McCormick, Communications Committee

It’s April already and the season is winding down. It seems
like it just started.We welcomed 8 new members, and I want
to thank them and all members of the Pony Express for
another great season helping to connect with residents and
keeping this wonderful resort safe.
If you have been wondering about who and what the
Pony Express is all about, call Bill at 623-680-4509 or email
at htponyx@aol.com. Pick up some information to read
back home so you’ll be ready to come back and sign up for
the 2019-2020 season!!
Travel safely and have a great summer!
Bill Svirsky aka Bronco Billy

post office

Please pick up your mail every day. The
mailboxes are too small for weekly checks
for mail. Think ahead and fill out forwarding
information before you leave so there will be
no interruption in your mail delivery.

Pets on parade
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sports
Tennis

The tennis club is winding down another “playful” year.
Our monthly socials, which included a gender tournament
and a mixed tournament, were very successful. The Women’s
West Valley Leagues at the 3.5 and 3.0 levels were won by
the Happy Trails teams. Congratulations! The Men’s West
Valley Leagues are still competing at the time of this writing.
All scheduled events will continue as long as players
attend. Great tennis instruction will continue during the
Refresher class on Mondays at 11 AM. This class asks a fifty
cent ball fee. Come out and get some tips to work on during the summer months.
Granite Mountain Memorial Hike February 28, 2019.
This was a 7.5 mile round trip to the HOT SHOTS
Memorial near Yarnell, AZ.

pickleball

As we head towards the conclusion of another wonderful
season here at Happy Trails, your Pickleball club has much to
be proud of. In January, 500 players from all over the region
participated in the sixteenth annual Classic Pickleball Tournament. Forty of our H/T neighbors also participate.The Classic
is widely acclaimed as superbly organized and our hospitality
is second to none. As the level of competitive play increases
so does the opportunity to observe as spectators right here
in H/T. There are now 2.815 million players, 500 live here in
our resort. During our debriefing, the shuttle drivers reported
some very interesting comments from our competitors.Along
with the “excellent” organization, our community hospitality
was also highlighted. Many of the players wanted to know
more about about our friendly” community.
We offer a hardy thanks to the over 200 volunteers
that made this a grand success and certainly appreciate our
neighbors who endured additional traffic and the congestion
at Cascade Center.
The club also hosted the second annual Battle Of Bell
Road tournament, a one day event. Our H/T players fought
a spirited battle with the players from the Sunflower Resort
who were again the victors.
On the volunteer front, club members have formed the
Green Bandanna group dedicated to assisting the City of
Surprise to keep the open space along Cotton Avenue free
of trash. Ace Hardware has generously offered to provide
the necessary tools. Finally, members of the executive board
responded to an urgent call to assist with the Wednesday
night dinner and had fun doing it.
As in past years, all the money raised by the Pickleball club
will be invested in additional court improvements.
POC: Bill Canavan H/T B/B Club,VP

A picture of the group that hikes with Ann Howard.
This was taken on the floating bridge at Lake
Pleasant on Thursday, March 7th.

hiking

The Hiking Club finished up their hiking season on March
26, 2019. Over the season we had 40-plus hikes and the
group’s 54 members combined hiking mileage was slightly over
2500 miles. Individual hikes ranged from 3.5 miles to 15 miles.
A good time was had by all.We will start up again in October.
Meanwhile do whatever it takes to stay off the couch.

Shuffleboard

Shuffleboard will be played Mon through Thur during April.
Sign in by 1:15 PM so that the courts can be prepared. Nonmembers pay 50 cents per day and visitors are welcome. If
daytime temperatures become intolerable there will be an
evening schedule which will be announced. The courts are
going to be resurfaced and there will be no play after the
middle of April. Check the bulletin board at the courts. Safe
journey home to all Snowbirds. Stay well, stay happy and
we’ll see you in the Fall
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sports
Fitness Club Yoga Schedule

All classes are held at NC-2. There is a $5 donation to
join the club. Each class with Ione is an additional $1. Mats,
blocks and straps are provided.
Ione’s class is geared for all levels but especially beginners.
We highly recommend those new to yoga take Ione’s class.
Intermediate
Yoga Monday,
Wednesday, Friday,
6:50AM
(Videotape)

Beginners Yoga
Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 8 AM
(Videotape)

Yoga class with
Ione Crandell
Tuesday and
Thursday 8 AM

mens exercise
Senior Physically Active Men or
SPAM

Ione Crandell, 541-231-4321

Monday, Wednesday and Friday we get together in the
Ballroom at 8 AM. Open to all men.Yearly fee is $1. Focus is
on stretching, balance and strenghtening the body core. We
frequently set up tables and chairs for Friday Bingo as our
service project. Led by Chuck Coplin, 623-544-9237 and Jerry
Couture, 623-214-7738.

Ladies Aerobics

Join us for an hour in the ballroom at 8 AM on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. On Mondays and Wednesdays we do
an aerobic DVD using hand weights if (desired). On Fridays
we do a walking in place DVD. Both are great exercise. We
each work at our own pace in regard to our specific aches
and pains.The mats and weights are supplied but you need to
bring your own stretchy band or hand towel for stretching at
the end of class.FMI call Sue Jester at 602-750-7222.

Horseshoe Club

EXERCISE BALL CLASS

A man is sitting in his kitchen and looks out the kitchen
window and sees two horses throwing something at a stake
in the ground. He says to his wife, “honey have you seen my
shoes?” Well our season is almost over with only one week
remaining in our schedule. We had a much better record year
and we will finish in third place. We had some new comers
this year and next year they should get even better.
We just finished our in house tournament for both singles
and doubles with pleasant results. Singles: 1st, Bruce Miller;
2nd, Bruce Watterburger; 3rd, Ed Peterson. Doubles: 1st,
Carrol Maddon & Gary Sherman; 2nd, Gene Linbo & Ed
Peterson; 3rd, Dick Thompson & Lyle Poley.
Our pits are always open to the public, there are shoes
hanging on the fence so help yourself and enjoy horse shoe
throwing. We meet every morning at 9 AM and feel free to
join us.

Classes will start in December every Monday & Wednesday from 8 - 9 AM in the Ballroom.
This is a low impact class. You will need a Ball, Mat and
Weights. This class meets thru April.
FMI call Marcy at 623-537-5242 or Guyla at 206-795-0485.

Tai Chi

A weekly session of this meditative practice is held on
Saturdays from 9 to 10 AM in the Chaparral Room through
April 20. We use a DVD for instruction. All interested are
welcome to join us.

tai chi

Beginners Tai Chi weekly sessions, every Thursday at 9:30
AM, NC-2, through mid April.“Tai Chi for Health” DVD used
for instruction. Contact Jeanne Galvin 719-661-2377.

Lunch Bunch Water Exercise

Safe and gentle stretching in the pool will take the kinks
out, strengthen muscles, improve balance and increase flexibility. Work out at your own pace, take it slow and steady
or speed up for a little cardio.
Ladies and gents, come join us in the NC-2 pool on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 9 AM. The water is always
warm, and after all this exercise we need a reward. Once a
month this bunch picks a restaurant and enjoys a great lunch
together. FMI: Cathy O’Brien, 425-501-5346.

Water Volleyball

Hello to all of the water volleyball players! We play from
10 AM to 12 PM Monday through Saturday at NC-2.We encourage you to try us out. It’s fun and lots of exercise and you
are not locked in to coming every day.We do a lot of laughing
and just have fun. If you have questions just call me I would be
glad to help.
Ginny Kampa, 320 -267-5691
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sports
happy trails/arizona traditions
men’s putters club

Friday mornings, November - April 15. Held at Eagle Nursery Green (next to HT/AZT bridge.) Annual dues $15/Daily
Putt $5. FMI: Gene Milleville at Happy Trails, 618-246-4690
or Bill Galitz at Arizona Traditions, 623-214-2944.

Men’s Thursday golf

Everyone welcome for Thursday golf with tee times starting at 9 AM. Sign up before Tuesday in foyer at clubhouse. Must
have AZ handicap. If you don’t we will help you get one. Fun
group. If you like more info call Bill Spencer at 306-873-7167.

Players from Happy Trails Billiard Club
participated in the Senior Olympics held in Sun
City this past February. Three of the players
came away with Gold, Silver and Bronze
medals.

nine hole ladies golf

April is upon us and for some of us it means heading
home but for others April provides a lovely month of warmer
temperatures for that early tee time of 7:45 AM. The routine
remains the same.....sign up on the sheet in the breezeway
before Friday and come on out on Tuesday morning for a fun
round of Nine Hole Golf or an afternoon round at 2 PM.(
You are responsible for booking that tee time if that is your
choice). March Closest to the Pin winner was Kathy Call
on both Hole # 11 and #14. Thanks to Nina Fransten and
Marcie Ahmann for scheduling our games and Jackie Swift
for helping organise the Game Days. Your time and effort is
appreciated. For those leaving, safe and enjoyable travels.FMI
Marcie Ahmann, 623 975 0192.

Be a good sport and
STOP for STOP signs!

Great Eagle Men’s Golf Club
(GEMGC)

As we draw to an end of the 2018/2019 golf season,
we want to thank all Club members for making this year a
tremendous success. We played a total of 22 weekly games,
crowned winners in President Cup and Men’s Club Championship and had a great time dining and dancing at our
Awards Banquet.
March 6th was the final round for the 2019 Men’s Club
Championship - a 54-hole stroke play event. Al Horgan won
the Individual Low Gross Title and Bud Howe won the Low
Net Score Title. Al and Bud also won these same titles last
year. Congratulations to them and to all who participated
in this three-day event.
Two new board members were elected: Steve Wilson,
Treasurer (replacing John Fye) and Bill Eagleton, Vice President/Tournament Chair (replacing Tim Johnson). A very
‘special thank you’ to John Fye and Tim Johnson for all of their
hard work, dedication and support during these last two years.
Till next season, Jeff Winberg, Secretary.
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Great Eagle Ladies golf Club

Another fun filled season of golf is wrapping up. By the
time this article is published our Club Championship winner will have been decided. This is based entirely on gross
score. There are also flights for different levels of golfers as
everyone can’t win the championship! Also coming up is a
get away to Falcon Dunes golf course.This is another fun day
of golfing to help wrap up the golf season.Yet to come is the
combined dinner and dance with the men’s club. Trophies
for major events are presented here for both the ladies
and men. We end up the season with golf, pizza, and drinks
held at the Chuckwagon. Money prizes for major events are
usually handed out here. Please consider coming out to golf
with the 18ers. We would love to have new members. Enjoy
the summer

MUSIC AND DANCE
Karaoke

Margaret James
celebrated her 98th
Birthday in the
Chuckwagon after
church service. She
has been a volunteer
at Happy Trails for
more than 30 years.
Congratulations!

We are growing in numbers of singers and listening guests.
Sure has been fun.The time passes so fast when you are having fun. So come and join us to sing or listen every Monday
4 - 6:15 PM atNC-1. We will continue through April.

LINE DANCE

Seems like we just started dancing and now it’s about to
end. Our classes will continue through April as long as we
have students,
If you saw us at the Club Skits, then you know we have lots
of fun along with our dancing. If you missed out this season,
be sure to give it a try next season. Remember - it is great
exercise for your body and your brain!
Classes will start in November - flyers will be posted with
the dates and schedules will be available from the Wall Rack
in the Information Center. Have a great summer! Will see
you in the fall.
Pat Juris. 623-214-0168

Fun at Courtyard
happy hours

Strings & Things

The season is coming to a close. We will continue our
jam sessions until the attendance drops and the remaining
folks give up for the summer. Thank you to everyone who
has attended our Jam 4 Cans this season.We brought in lots
of non-perishables for the Food Bank.
We hold jam sessions every Monday and Thursday, 1-3 PM
in the Chaparral Room.We welcome beginner and seasoned
musicians of acoustic instruments to join us.
Contacts: Jerry Schwab: jerryws1431@mac.com - 559967-6379 or Bill Eyler: ledals@aol.com - 425-327-6551
11

Washington State Dinner 2020
Saturday, February 22, 2020.

Thanks to all of you who helped set up and take down,
we appreciate you!!! Next year our THEME will be “Sports”
“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME!” So wear a sports
shirt, hat, etc. We will have a social, dinner and dancing, door
prizes & raffles. It will be 4:30 to 9 PM. David Anderson and
Bob Paterson will share Master of Ceremonies duties. Dave
Eiken will be our sound person. But we need some suggestions for a band or a DJ. Just email or call Barb Robinson
at 208-612-2272 or brobinson91@cs.com. Have a great
summer, see you next fall.

THANK YOU!
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CARDS & GAMES
Information about all games
played during the week is
available in the Information
room at Activities.

Duplicate bridge

We play at NC-2 every Monday. Please arrive by 6:15 PM
with play to start at 6:30 PM. Please call Tom at (208) 7320123 or Mary at (208) 733-2652 if you intend to play. We
look forward to another season of bridge.

Cribbage

happy trails bridge

Please join us Thursday at 6:30 PM in the Lantana Room.
We are a very friendly group at various skill levels. Singles
welcome; we organize play so that we have full tables. Call
Kent at 623-249-9267 to play.

All good (really good) things must come to an end. Our
final month of Cribbage is here. We had a great season, had
wonderful players, and so much fun. AND, it’s not over yet.
Please join us every Saturday thru the end of April, NC-1 at
11:30 AM.. Bring $2 and be prepared to have a good time. Any
questions Leader,Walt 641-816-3166 or Linda, 678-920-0617.

Grand slammers bridge

This is a fun group that plays bridge every Tuesday and
Thursday at 12:45 PM in NC-1. Exception being on the third
Thursday of each month when we will be playing in the card
room at NC-2. Congratulations to partners Jim Blair and Flo
Walton, Urban Jenquin and Cathy Stone, Jonnie Jenquin and
Sandy Thomson for bidding and making a grand slam. As long
a we have four people we will continue to play throughout
the summer. Have a wonderful summer and hurry back. All
you need is 50 cents and your name tag. FMI call President
Jim Blair, 360-815-2832.

Monday Bunco

THE LAST MONDAY BUNCO THIS SEASON IS APRIL
1 AT 12:30 PM AT NC-2. NEW TIME FOR TUESDAYS
THROUGH MAY IS 1 PM IN THE LANTANA ROOM.
Come and have some crazy lucky fun playing Bunco with
us in the Lantana Room. Arrive at 12:45 PM– start rolling
at l PM. Bring $1, wear your name tag and bring a beverage
and snacks to share. We have a great group that likes to yell
BUNCO, throw the fuzzy die, write lots of wins on their
score sheet, meet new friends, laugh a lot, and make some
noise. If you have those qualifications, then you are eligible
to win some money. Try it, you might like it. It is a great way
to unwind – be silly – enjoy the fun. Just show up!

Noreen 623-986-9342
HONOURABLE FRIENDS MAH JONGG

Our final event of the season was our Saturday evening
Pizza Party on March 16th. Pizza and Mah Jongg made for a
great evening. By now, the new 2019 card is out and in play.
It is always exciting when the new card arrives. During the
upcoming summer, there are plenty of opportunities to play
- Monday and Friday afternoons in NC-2 and Wednesday and
Sunday afternoons in NC-1. This is open play, no memberships
required. The group decides whether to play for money or
not. Text June Pelletier at 623-694-5827 or call Peggy Wilson at 425-530-2330 to confirm there will be a game on a
particular day. Peggy also gives lessons!
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Double Deck Pinochle

We meet every Tuesday and Saturday at NC-2. Play begins promptly at 1PM and lasts till about 5 PM. Bring along a
couple of quarters for the POT. It is a great game with a fun
group of people. FMI:Vera Flaget, 406-207-6980.

Single Deck Pinochle

We play every Monday night 7 PM. We show up at NC-1
about 6:40 PM to sign up and get a table.We welcome all players. Bring .50 cents for prize pot. FMI: Nancy 480-205-3992

SOCIAL
SINGLEs SOCIAL CLUB

This is an invitation to all Widows,Widowers and Singles
in our Resort to join us on Wednesday mornings at NC-1,
9:30 AM for coffee and goodies followed by a meeting at 10
AM. Wednesday evenings 6 PM at NC-1 we play cards and
games. Twice a month we enjoy an event with a meal. Our
April schedule will include a Mexican Pot Luck and a Western
night/pool party. Please come join our coffee and fun
Carol Blacketer, 623-544-0474
Posing on photo day

Bingo

Bingo has been hosting close to 250 attendees each Friday
night and the significant jackpots have resulted in some very
happy bingo players. The largest jackpots have been close
to $400. Our last bingo night will be on April 12. To play all
games will cost you $7 and you might want to bring a bit
extra for ice cream sundaes at intermission. Bingo is in the
ballroom every Friday. The doors open at 6 PM for card sales
and the games begin promptly at 7 PM. FMI Louise Hawkins
(360) 608-0197

Pet Club - Where Pets and People
Make Friends!

Genealogy

Consider joining the Genealogy Club and learn how,
where and what is needed to find those great-great-great,
possibly fantastic but likely a bit nutty relatives.
Members join to learn more about how to fill out the
branches and leaves on their family trees, and to get and
give tips where they have had success. Sometimes they even
meet a relative – it has happened - we have members who
have found they are related!
The Happy Trails Genealogy Club meets on Wednesdays
from 1 - 3 PM in the Chaparral Room. If we’re not there, we
may be on a genealogical field trip. For more information,
email htgenealogy@outlook.com.

Firearms Enthusiasts Club

Wednesday, April 3, 7 PM at NC-2 will be our last scheduled meeting for the 2018-2019 snowbird season. This is our
social event for the season and spouses/significant others are
invited to attend. Pizza and soft drinks will be furnished by
the club. Adult beverages are allowed, BYOB.
We look forward to kicking off the 2019-2020 season
with the first meeting scheduled for Wednesday, October 2,
2019, 7:30 PM at NC-2.
Happy Trails Firearms Enthusiasts Club is open to all
residents with an interest in firearms and shooting. The club
meets the first and third Wednesday of the month, October
thru April, 7 PM at NC-2. Activities of interest are scheduled
throughout the season. FMI come to a meeting or contact
Jim Clymer at 425-478-7785.
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The Happy Trails Pet Club thanks the volunteers who work
tirelessly throughout the year to keep our Pet Park a clean
and fun place for our pets to play! Volunteers hose down the
Pet Park, fill the bag waste stations, fill the water bottles, pick
up missed poop, pick up toys before mowing, empty the trash
can plus anything else that needs to be done! MANY THANKS
TO ALL OF YOU,YOU ARE APPRECIATED!
A reminder, the Pet Park and Sunday services are close
together. Occasionally the door to the ballroom is open and
our barking dogs can be distracting. Please be considerate on
Sunday morning from 9 AM until 10:30 AM and keep your
pet quiet. If you are walking your pet near the gazebo and
geese have been in the area, remember that goose poop is
very toxic!
PET CLUB 2019 – 2020 OFFICERS
President – Cindy Jones – 360.731.3858
Vice President – Patti Silzel – 480.208.5283
Secretary – Jennifer Elswick – 614.680.5915
Treasurer – Marilyn Clyne – 623.546.9404
If you wish to post something on the Pet Club website,
please email htpetclub@gmail.com. Remember the website www.happytrailspetownersclub.org is a valuable
source of information. Remember to check the Pet Park
bulletin board for fun and updated information!

Fun and Games

Members enjoyed a Chuckwagon catered dinner of pulled
pork sandwiches, salads and beans and cake for their annual
officer election night dinner on March 5 attended by about
72 members. Officers are Jim Stebbins, president; Virginia
Hokkanen Marsh, VP; Cheryl Riley, secretary; and Debbie
Cheek, treasurer. Fun & Games meets the first Tuesday of
each month from October through April at NC-1 at 4:45
PM for a potluck, meeting, and a group game following the
meeting. The club is open to all renters and owners in the
park. FMI: Louise Hawkins (360) 608-0197.

SOCIAL
Motorcycle club

Members and wives enjoyed their annual luncheon at
the Culinary Institute in Scottsdale. They were treated to a
gourmet meal prepared and served by the students. Always
a great treat, especially for the wives.
On our tour of the Olive Mill we not only learned about
the raising and processing of Olive Oil, we learned how to
taste and judge good olive oil. This tour was followed by
lunch at Homers BBQ.
On March 1 there was a ride to Tortilla Flat for lunch
followed be a cruise on Canyon Lake on the Dolly Steamship. Fourteen bikes and five cars made this trip. Members
whose spouses do not ride car pool when we go on rides
that incorporate tours, entertainment, or overnight trips.
It has been an unusually cold and wet but enjoyable season.
Have a good summer and hope to see everyone in the fall.
FMI Karl Hutchinson, 916-768-0437, www.htrmc.org

R V club

No April RV Club meeting and Happy Hour. BUT...Join us
for a Death Valley/ Lone Pine Rolling Rally, to be scheduled
October 2019 as we return to Happy Trails. If interested
contact Trip Director Sam Throm 360-930-1080.Rallies
planned for the 2019-20 season include Tubac Luminaria
Nights, December 6-8 and Mesa and East Valley Rally, February 17-20. Join us in November to learn about and sign up for
these rallies and more. Day-trip Meet Ups planned monthly.
Next meeting will be November 7 – 5 PM at NC-2. See
you there! Happy Trails and safe travels this summer! FMI
Connie Britton, 615 351-5846.

Coyotes and Bobcats and
Desert Rats, Oh My!

That is the answer to the question “What wild life will one
find residing at Happy Trails during the summer?” If you are
a summer resident, then you are fondly called a Desert Rat.
As a Desert Rat, you are welcome to join the rest of your
“pack” and enjoy weekly social events. Games, craft classes
and Holiday pot luck dinners. Desert Rats is not a club. Anyone residing at Happy Trails for part or all of the summer is
welcome to attend any or all of the social activities.
The first social will be held on Friday, April 26 at 4 PM
in the Chuckwagon. This will be a social hour followed by a
brief meeting to discuss the summer schedule. Please bring
a snack or appetizer to share, your beverage, and your table
service. We will have a 50/50 drawing. Event calendars will
be distributed at that time.
Make sure that you are on the resort’s e-mail list so that
you’ll receive our weekly announcements.The schedule will
also be posted in the Activities Office alcove next to the
Post Office.
Gary and Pat Gerber will be coordinating the summer
activities for the Desert Rats. Please feel free to contact
Pat,480-861-0863, if you have any questions, concerns or
suggestions. Looking forward to a “Happy” summer.
Pat Gerber.

computer club

We meet on Thursday at 2 PM at NC-2. We have a presentation at each meeting dealing with W10, using other
computer software, or fixing computer problems. We also
recycle equipment.The hard drive is completely erased and a
clean operating system is installed before donating to charity.
George Jester, 623-556-9939

HAPPY APPLES CLUB

4 wheel drive

The season is coming to an end.A recap of our club shows
84 members. We have had great presentations on iPhone/
iPad/Mac computers.We covered operating systems, tips and
tricks, camera and photo apps, Apple Watch, fun apps (most
are free) plus 3 presentations from MacMedia. Green Apples
sessions help folks one-on-one. Think about adding Happy
Apples Club membership to your fun retirement days. We
meet at NC2, each Friday, 1:30-3 PM.We hope to see you in
the fall. Contact: Don Chovanak - doncee@outlook.com
or Ross Boyer - 765-606-7994.

As our spring progresses, we are still plagued with bad
weather, high water, and unstable trails. Our plan is to continue using the trails but only if the weather cooperates.
When it rains in the desert, the roads turn very muddy and
that leaves ruts that make rough travel for everyone as well
as high water. We always give it a day or two to dry out
after a rain and hope the water level drops before crossing.
FMI or if you have a desire to join our club, please visit our
website at happytrails4wheeldriveclub.com
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SOCIAL
Feathered friends in the resort

Belted Kingfisher. Vermillion Flycatcher, American Kestrel, Widgeon, Green Heron, Great Blue Heron, Common Merganser, Scaup, Costa’s Hummingbird, Great Horned Owl, Harris’s Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk…..what do all these birds have in
common? They’ve all visited us in Happy Trails !!
Dominic and I don’t consider ourselves “birders”. Instead, we
are novices who just enjoy seeing the feathered friends that pass
our way. We get excited each time we see what we think may
be a rare bird, but also enjoy the thrill of trying to photograph
a small bird that flies faster than we can click the shutter.
There are many books and phone apps that help us identify
the birds. I use Merlin Bird ID on my phone as my bible in the
field when we’re shooting. It always amazes me that I just need
to enter the birds size, colors, location, and whether it’s flying,
swimming, eating a feeder or wading in the water it then gives
me a short list of possible birds. From there, I can tell if it’s an
adult, male or female, and even if in breeding plumes. With another click of a button and I can hear the song and call of the
bird. The app has recently been updated to identify the bird from
a photo I’ve taken. It’s always great to be able to photograph a
bird, but it has more meaning when I know the name of the bird.
This app is free, and if you’re interested in learning more about
birds you may want to download it on your phone.
There are numerous bird books that also help with the identification process, most popular being Sibley’s Guide to Birds
and any book put out by the Audobon Society.
If you have a desire to explore birds in an area that you travel
to (or even in the West Valley), look up a local Audobon Society.
They often have bird walks or other activities to look for birds,
many of which have no charge to participate.
But, there’s no need to travel, to get an App, to join a bird
walk or to leave our lush community.You can simply look up in
a tree, scan the ponds, or watch the grasses on the golf course
and community areas for movement…You may find a roadrunner dashing into some brush, or a tiny hummingbird hovering
near a mesquite tree, or even a large, graceful Great Blue Heron
gliding into the pond near the gazebo…
Whatever you find, I hope you can think of this inspirational quote by William Blake, “No
bird soars too high if he soars with his own wings.”
For photos from our explorations at Happy Trails and other locations, visit www.bit.ly/stoppingtheshutter.
Sue & Dominic Ambrosino

orphaned quail update
Karen Goettsch provided an update on the orphaned quail, Topknot, first featured in our December 2018 issue.
Now almost 11 months old,Topknot has, at least for now, decided on a life as a Guard Quail. He spends most of his time
on their deck, protecting his turf and chattering at passers by. His favorite person is Karen’s husband, Dave, but Topknot
also roams the neighborhood, chatting up any neighbor of the human variety.
Topknot sleeps in a tree and hates rain. He has a sweet tooth and loves ice cream and candy, but not chocolate.
Despite the couple’s efforts, Topknot still shows no interest in other quail, but Karen and Dave hope the Spring dating
& mating season will finally bring out the wild quail in him.
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crafts
On April 1 and 8 Ceramics will host a fun activity for your visiting grandchildren, painting a
piece of ceramic. Class will be from 9 to 10 AM.
Come into the ceramic room to sign them up. $5
per child. Please note that a parent or grandparent must attend class with the child.

Ceramic News

Winding down for the season, but still doing great things.
Don’t forget our introduction class the last one of the season,
April 4th at 10am, you will get to do an Easter plate, If you
plan to join after this class your membership will be good
stained glass
until April 2020. Watch next season for some great classes,
We are wrapping up another season at the Stained Glass
not all of them are for members only, if you only have time Club. A big thank you to all the officers and teachers who
for one class check out ceramics to see what is happening. made this season so successful. A great season with many
new members. We had classes in; mosaic, fusing, wild woman,
jewelry making and stained glass design.
quilting
During April and May some members will still be busy
Even though the season is winding down, things are still with new ideas and projects. Our kilns will be running for
busy at the quilt club. We just finished a 3-day retreat. Lots those wonderful fused glass designs. Project assistance will
of fun. Round 2 is set for April. Our raffle quilt for 2020 is still be available. Come by for a visit as there is still time to
done. You may see it at the next vendor day. It has been an have some fun! You can also contact us at htglassroom@
exciting year.We are looking forward to next year. We hope outlook.com.
you will come and see what’s happening.

Arts and crafts

Stitchery

This has been a very exciting and busy season for the
Stitchery Club. Our recent style show was a resounding
success and thanks to all who were part of this show.
It is always bittersweet to conclude another season at
Happy Trails, but we look forward to another exciting, creative
and fun-filled 2019-2020 season.
Keep safe and healthy and see you in the fall with new
classes, Sweet Dreams Pajama Project and numerous other
Stitchery projects. FMI: Nancy Escott, (206)818-2443.

lapidary and silversmithing

We are open from 9 AM to 4 PM Monday thru Saturday,
or as a monitor is available to keep the shop open. Please
refer to the schedule posted on the door.
Membership dues are $15 annually and there is a nominal
charge for classes. You can learn to cut, shape and polish a
semi-precious stone, learn basic silversmith techniques and
learn how to wire wrap a stone! Class sizes are small and
we supply tools and equipment for all classes. For those who
want a quick and unique gift, we have a Gift Shop open to the
public with hand-crafted jewelry made by members. Please
stop by for a tour to learn more about what we have to offer.
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This has been a great year for the Arts and Crafts Club.
Our membership has been up and we have enjoyed some
wonderful activities as well as relationships. We have remodeled our Boutique and look forward to seeing you as you
check out our handmade items for sale.
Did you know we offer knitting and crocheting; card
making and scrap booking, digital cards and scrap booking,
and acrylic and oil painting on Saturday with a professional
teacher?
Next year we will be diligently seeking a watercolor and
pastel instructor for Fridays. Please contact us if you are
interested in this position. Check the craft room door for
possible summer hours.
Jill Horner - 623-810-5935

SAWMILL

A great group of wood carvers and woodworkers with
a wide variety of skills is available to help you with projects
and carving. Every Tuesday at 8 AM is new member orientation to get familiar with our high quality commercial grade
equipment. We also repair your home furniture for a very
reasonable fee as well as do more involved projects for the
resort clubs and organizations. The Wood Carvers meet
Monday and Wednesday mornings 9 to 11:30 AM. Beginners
are always welcome. FMI: 623-249-6258.

SERVICE GROUPS
Christian Fellowship

It is hard to believe it is April and we are nearing the end
of the “Season.” As we move into April we begin to prepare
our minds and our hearts to celebrate the miracle of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ. If Christ had not been resurrected, his death would be a mere footnote in history. This
resurrected Christ is alive today and still bringing peace and
wholeness to those who turn to him.
Join us for the entire Holy
weekend starting with Good
Friday service at 3 PM in the
HTPAC, Easter Sunrise Service
at 6:30 AM in the HTPAC and
at 9:13 AM on Easter Sunday
our great choir under Betty
Hall’s direction will present
our Easter Cantata. Let their
music bless your spirit in celebration of the empty tomb.
Safe travels and good adventure to those who are
leaving us. For those of us who
are staying, we look forward to some great times together
including a book study.
Pastor Jim

alzheimer/dementia caregiver
support group

If you are a caregiver for someone with Alzheimer’s or
other form of dementia, there is a Support Group here at
Happy Trails that meets on Monday mornings at 9:00. The
group will meet in my home, lot 1098, on Whitethorn.
There are other support groups in the West Valley, and
these groups are listed on a handout in the annex room of
the Activity Office. FMI: Carol Lee, 209-480-1277.

Living kidney donation: new hope
for dialysis patients

One of our local residents, Charlie Ortmann, who
is in kidney failure and on the
transplant list, has been doing home dialysis for a year.
He and his wife are actively
looking for someone who
would be willing to donate a
kidney. This gift of life would
enable Charlie and his wife
to continue to be vibrant,
contributing members of our
community instead of being
tethered to a dialysis machine, leaving them unable to enjoy
the freedoms we all share.To learn more about Charlie visit.
www.bit.ly/ourguyneedsakidney.
If anyone is interested in becoming a donor for Charlie, his
blood type is O (RH factor positive or negative doesn’t matter). Charlie is registered at the Mayo Clinic in Phoenix,AZ.To
start the process visit www.mayoclinic.org/livingdonor
Donors don’t have an impact only on the recipient; they
impact the recipient’s current family and friends including
future grandchildren. Seniors are eligible to donate and would
be a great donor for another senior. Healthy persons of all
ages over 18 are able to donate. In fact, Mayo Clinic reports
a successful transplant from a 75 year donor, but there are
no age limits. The Living Donor Team looks at the patient’s
overall health and does not base their decision solely on age.
The donor’s lifestyle will be unchanged while they save the
life of someone else.
A donor’s impact will still be felt many years later. A donor
leaves a legacy not many can claim. Please consider being a
living donor. To learn more about living kidney donation visit
www.lkdn.org.

Low Vision Support Group

We meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 3 PM at
Villa 2193. Our new member Betty Haase has had training
on the use of cell phones as they apply to low vision.This will
be our concentration for a couple months. We will always
continue with other aspects that we must cope with daily.
Janet Wheeler, 231-943-4443 or Lloyd Miller, 623-214- 7741.

in memoriam
Laverne Bain, lot 1563, died March 2, 2019. She is survived by husband Bud.
Milton Wolschon, lot 1269, died March 6, 2019. He is survived by wife Deanna.
Please help the Coyote Staff. If you know of the passing of a Happy Trails resident please provide us
with the full name, date of death, lot number and surviving spouse. Email to: noseycoyote@gmail.com
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MARKET

Please
ask
about
our
Home
Watch
Services

International Realty Partners
(email) mikelapam27@cox.net

Specializing in Happy Trails
Mike Durant 623.694.7928
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LOWEST PRICES ON TIRES
AND SERVICE GUARANTEED
NATIONWIDE
WARRANTY ON
TIRES & SERVICE

MOTORHOME
AND TRAILER
TIRES

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR

16880 W. Waddell Rd. • 623-975-4200

E & J ROOFING, LLC

NoseyCoyote-BizCard-2015Nov.indd 1

10/19/15 8:45 AM

1-602-315-9017
ROOF PROBLEMS?

Urethane Foam Specialists
Kool Seal - Rhino Coat - Shingles Seal
All Types of Roofing

ROC# 291333
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ROC# 291334

(602) 315-9017

MARKET

Custom
Homes
Remodeling

24/7 AIRPORT SHUTTLE
$3 Off Round Trip - Exp 5-30-19
suncityexpress.com 623-933-9300
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coming E V ENT s
April 26, 2019

Desert Rats Social Hour

Starts 4:00 PM In The Chuckwagon
All are welcome to attend.
Please bring a snack or appetizer to share,
Your beverage, and table service.

Birthdays are good for your health.
Studies show that people who have
more birthdays live longer.

Saturday, July 13

Blood Drive

7-11 AM in the Ballroom
FMI: Jack Walker, 208-667-1156.

We should be lifting each other up
and cheering each other on, not trying
to outshine one another.The sky would
be awfully dark with just one star.

Inside every old person is a
young person wondering what the
heck happened?!

The Blood Drive in March 2019.

The next blood drives will be in july and november 2019

meetings
Friday, April 5
Thursday, April 4
Monday, April 8
Thursday, April 11

Vendors Day
Town Meeting
HTCA Board Workshop
HTCA Board Meeting

9:00AM-1:00PM in the T.C.
10:30AM in the Ballroom
1:00PM in the Ballroom
1:00PM in the Ballroom

