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what makes your arizona christmas special?
When we interviewed several cheerful folks from Happy Trails, and
asked the above question, the number one answer was, “The weather!”
To that we agree wholeheartedly.
Another good answer was, “Getting
out of the rain!” No argument there,
either. Number three might have been
shared a time or two, which should really be tagged Honorable Mention.That
answer was: “the children, or perhaps
the grandchildren”.

Glennie &
Mike Collins “The children
are coming!”

Dan and Lisa Cheatham “Weather is #1!”

Jeff Wegner -“Enjoying any
weather you choose,
sun without a coat, or snow.”
Barbara Ptashinski -“The weather!”
Linda Pickett -“Being around
HT friends while away from
home and family.”
Sherry Tombleson
& Val Egan
-“Getting out of
the rain! Friends
here when you’re
not with family.”

Sharon & Ed Deiner -“Family,
especially the grandkids!”

It is special, indeed, to have family come to us
for a change. They need to see for themselves why
we love it so much here in our adopted community.
For those who are leaving the Valley of the Sun to
be with their “other” family for the holidays, Happy
Trails to you. Have a great Christmas!

FYI

The Nosey Coyote is a publication of
Happy Trails Community Association
under the Activities Director.

1. Now introducing the Safety and Resource Center. Details in the Activities Information room off the Post Office.
2. Our Happy Trails phone directory shows extensions for the staff in the
Main Office and all clubs. There are Dial Direct numbers for Activities, Fax,
Golf Pro Shop, Post Office, Nosey Coyote and HTCA Patrol Gate House
(Security)..
3. Please don’t put plastic bags in the recycling. Put those in the trash..
4. Always carry a flashlight when walking at night. The life you save may
be your own.
5. A new bicycle rack has been built in the Town Center parking lot near
the Post Office.
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The Nosey Coyote Email Address is:

noseycoyote@gmail.com
It’s Ugly Christmas Sweater
season again!

The Nosey Coyote phone number is:

623-544-6420
Six issues of the Nosey Coyote are
published each year, November through
April, with circulation scheduled for the
first of the month.
The deadline for submission of copy
or advertising is the 10th of each month
prior to the scheduled date of publication.
Due to the Holidays, the deadline for Nov
and Dec is the 5th of the month. For Flyers, it is the 15th.
Happy Trails Resort, or its management, and the Nosey Coyote, do not
necessarily endorse the products or
services of advertisers. Residents
patronizing Nosey Coyote advertisers,
however, are encouraged to inform
them where they saw the ad.

See the Coyote online (In Color) WWW. HTRESORT.COM
Coyote email:

noseycoyote@
gmail.com

The Staff of the Nosey Coyote wish all of you a wonderful
CHRISTMAS and good health in the New Year!
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and then it’s winter
December is upon us with nature’s final warning
of approaching cold weather in northern climes - the
wakeup call that propels snowbirds to Arizona. Last year
at my home in Colorado the proclamation thundered in
like a slap in the face - snow, sub-zero temperatures and
punishing wind chill factors. On a single day Denver set
two temperature records: the lowest low (-9 degrees)
and lowest high (5 degrees). It wasn’t difficult to accept Happy Trail’s welcome respite. But mitigating that
meteorological assault, I hung on to the pale promise
that December 21st holds: days begin to lengthen. If you
look hard, there comes a tantalizing glimmer of spring
just over the horizon, and each day of increasing daylight
sharpens the image.
Like the changing seasons, time has a way of tiptoeing
in and catching us unaware of the passing years. It was
only yesterday that I was young, newly married, starting
a family and a new career. It seems like eons ago and I
wonder where the years went. I know I enjoyed them all,
but it’s getting harder to perceive detail in the shadows
of those earlier days.
So here it is, the winter of my life and I’m surprised
because I thought it would take longer. How did my
children become so old? I recall looking at elderly people
during my childhood and thinking they were ancient...
so very old. In my teen years the millennium was as far
away as Mars.Why, I’d be sixty-six and lucky to be alive!
Yet here I am, a grandfather and great-grandfather.
All my retired friends are getting gray like me. They
move slower - some better than others, but change is
obvious. They’re no longer those vibrant colleagues I
remember. I’m spending more time in doctors’ offices for
my back, my knees, my eyes and various other anatomic
collapses. Sometimes I’m a bit taken aback by that man
in the mirror.

Social greetings begin with, “Hey, you’re lookin’
good” - the rest of the thought unspoken…“for an
old guy!” Reality is never discussed - except for maybe
comparing tales about doctor visits, or solemnly
commiserating about friends who have passed. We’ve
become those older folks we thought we’d never be.
Those who can still golf (albeit not up to our old
par - even from the gold tees) are playing only 9 holes.
Some days I find that traversing the length of WalMart
is the challenge it never used to be. Taking a nap is
easy; I just fall asleep where I sit. Sadly, a humorous old
song is coming true: “I Just Don’t Look Good Naked
Anymore.” I recall another meaningful line: I feel like
I’m living in a proctologist’s office; every day I hurt in
another place I can’t see!
But as the shadows of my life lengthen, I thank God
for all my good fortune. I am unbelievably blessed. I willingly accept these symptoms of aging and the lessened
ability to do things that were once easy. Likewise, I revel
in a job well done that allows me to think I still have
the touch. Life is slowing, but that’s OK- it’s no longer
about speed. My Dad used to say, “The first hundred
years are the hardest, then it gets easier.” I’m endeavoring to reach the century mark - an ambivalent goal
for sure - but in any case I hope to live long enough
so that my birthday candles cost more than the cake.
While pondering how long my winter will last, I’m
still warmed by that whispered promise of the solstice
- days get longer after December 21st. Hang in there,
Sunshine!
Alan E. (Duke) Deegan

“Rein in those reindeer! This holiday
season, remember you are sharing the
HT streets - day and night - with cars,
trucks, motorcycles, golf carts, bicycles
and pedestrians.”

Stay Informed:

happytrailsproperties.com

Classified real estate service for residents and those who wish to join us.

www.htresort.com
Info and help for residents

www.happytrailsresort.info
Promotes the resort near and far
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resort news
BOARD PRESIDENT’S UPDATE

HATS OFF TO LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS

Welcome home, Happy Trails Snowbirds. I wish to share
with you an issue I feel is very important for the betterment
of our Resort. In February of 2018, your Board approved a
motion to seek approval of an Amendment to the Declaration to create an Asset Improvement Fee. Any change to our
CC&Rs requires approval by a majority of owners.
The Asset Improvement Fee is an additional source of
revenue to strengthen the Reserve Fund. Strong reserves
with well maintained common areas attract buyers and increase property values. Extensive review by financial experts
determined our Reserve Fund could dip below 30% if we do
nothing. That would hurt your property values and cause the
Resort to stop maintaining or repairing the common areas or
other amenities we have come to enjoy. It would also restrict
us from adding any new amenities we know would benefit
our residents and future owners.This Asset Improvement
Fee is critical to your Resort’s financial stability. Currently,
only 525 lots out of the required 1001 lots have agreed to
the Amendment. Therefore, we need your help!
If you have not seen or have not returned the Written
Consent form yet, please stop by the Main Office for a copy
and return as soon as possible. If you need more information,
check out HTResort,com. Keep Roy and Dale’s dream for
Happy Trails alive. VOTE FOR THE HT ASSET IMPROVEMENT FEE!
Thank you and a very Merry Christmas to you and your
families.
Jim Mehring, Lot 1125,414-745-8732

Sincere thank you’s to our hard working volunteers for
keeping the library open despite extensive water damage
in the back of the area.
Many, many volunteer hours have been needed to make
a temporary work area usable.
Unbelievable, but very few books were damaged. The
flooring sustained most of the damage. Hopefully, repairs
will be completed soon.
More information about the library situation can be
found on the Bulletin Board, with a progress calendar by
the rear door.
There is temporarily NO check in/check out,.The Freebie drawers are still available.You are welcome to keep any
books you find in the Freebie drawers.

Communications Committee

As Residents return to the Resort, they may realize
they’ve lost touch with what’s happening while they’ve been
gone. Here’s a short refresher on ways to get information
and keep in touch digitally.
Htresort.com is the Resort’s official website. There
you’ll find the Resident Directory; the Community Calendar of events; Resource Center, which includes Board and
Committee minutes; Chuckwagon menus and events; plus
other valuable information.
Happytrailsresort.info is a resource for potential
visitors and residents who want to learn more about Clubs
and Activities in the Resort. Included is a link to happytrailsproperties.com, where owners may list their properties
for sale or for rent. There are more potential buyers than
sellers right now; be sure to check this site for terrific
deals on great properties.The website is provided as a free
service for residents; the Resort is not involved with the
transaction in any way.
If you use Facebook, be sure to Like us at Happy Trails
Resort and Happy Trails Resort Clubs Group. Clubs
are invited to post pictures of their activities there,
Nextdoor is a way to stay in touch with Happy Trails
residents and as many of the other 17 communities in the
Surprise area as you wish. The Surprise PD uses Nextdoor
to alert City residents of urgent matters, whether it is a
traffic accident or a request for help in identifying a criminal.
Nextdoor is not an official HTCA site and is not monitored
by the HOA.

BLOOD DRIVE
The Blood Drive on Friday November 9, sponsored by
Fun-N-Games, started off with only 16 pre-signed donors and
ended up with approx. 33 donors, thanks to walk-ins from
the morning Craft Show. Thanks to all of the donors and to
Jan Savage and Dee Cathcart for their help checking in. Also,
thanks to Ron Henrickson for blocking off the parking spaces
for the Bloodmobile and delivering & retrieving tables and
chairs to the parking lot for the event.
Mark your calendars NOW for the
next Blood Drive scheduled for Saturday, January 12 from 7-11AM in the
Ballroom. This is a “Feel Good” event,.
Find the “Hero” in you! FMI: George
Van Compernolle, 623-556-9850 or
Jerry Pontius, 623-582-6677.
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resort news
Election Committee

The Election Committee meets from November through
February as needed on Monday at 8 AM in the Manzanita
Room at Town Center. Meeting notices are printed in the
Friday Blast, or you can check at the office. All are invited
to attend.
We are in the process of organizing the mailings and
election process for the upcoming 2019 Board of Directors
(BOD) election. There will be 3 BOD positions open that
need to be filled..
WE ARE LOOKING FOR CANDIDATES who are
eligible and interested in supporting all the great things we
enjoy here at Happy Trails. Please feel free to apply. Candidate Application forms and Regulations are available at
Administration and on the Happy Trails web site (htresort.
com). The application deadline will be 3:30 PM Friday Jan.
4, 2019.
Meet the Candidate forums will be held on January 8th
and 17th, and additional forums may be scheduled.
Detailled schedules with dates/times for the 2019 election will be published in January. Bulletin boards/notices
with this information will be put up in the Post Office area
and neighborhood centers.
STAY TUNED FOR FUTURE ELECTION DETAILS….
THIS IS YOUR RESORT.

Take care of your health
and have your blood
pressure taken on Thursdays
from 8 to 11 AM in the
Manzanita Room.

Become a Dementia Friend

Arizona is taking part in an ambitious initiative to change
people’s perceptions of dementia by transforming the way
the community thinks, talks and acts about the disease.
Dementia Friends Arizona is a big project that asks for a
small commitment: an hour of your time to learn how to
become a Dementia Friend.
Attend a FREE Dementia Friends Information Session
taught by a Dementia Champion – a local volunteer who
has been trained to facilitate discussions about dementia.
When: Monday, December 4 in the Performing Arts
Center at 10 am until 11 am. We are asking that you sign
up in the Information Room so we know how many chairs
to set up and how many handouts we need. For more
information contact Becky or Tom Wells at 623-975-4702.

NOSEY NEEDS YOU

As our local newsletter moves forward, changes are
coming. It is an exciting time for our publication!
We now have need for another photographer. Our
crew may also soon need a special person with updated
computer skills. That professional volunteer could help
us enter the next decade.
Please contact George Jester, Peg Conklin or Thelma
Beaulieu if you have any interest in making this journey
with us. Other staff members will also be willing to take
your information so we may contact you. Our phone
number is 623-544-6420.

Angel tree

The Salvation Army “Angel
Tree” is up and running in the
HT Library. I thank all those
who have participated in the
Christmas gifts to the needy
children. We need to empty all
the names from the tree and
return the name tags & gifts to
the tree by Friday, December
14. Thank you in advance for
your generosity for another
successful season. The Happy
Trails Singles Social Club, FMII:
Marilyn Clyne, 623-546-9404.

PONY EXPRESS

The Pony Express under the Wells Fargo back in 1860
advertised for riders using the following criteria: “WANTED,
wiry, skinny fellows under 18, willing to risk death daily. Orphans preferred. “
Well, here at Happy Trails we have eased these criteria
somewhat when we look for new Pony Express riders. We
look for people who want to be part of our community, help
keep it safe and be happy doing it. We have two 3 1/2 hour
patrols each weekday checking all the AED’s and 911 phones
in the resort and other safety items like swimming pool gate
closers, obstructions to emergency response equipment and
water running out from broken systems.We respond to radio
calls for assistance from Administration and our security folks
at the Gate House. When you see us go by in our Pony Express
golf cart, give us a wave. And if you want more information
about the Pony Express or how to be a member ask for Bronco
Billy at the front desk or call 623-680-4509 and ask for Bill, or
email to htponyx@aol.com.
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RESORT NEWS
Help Patrol Serve You

In the November Nosey Coyote we discussed the importance of letting us know in advance when you are expecting
someone to arrive at the Front Gate. As we explained, if we
don’t have a “reservation”, we will need to call you for approval to let them in. If we cannot reach you, we turn them
away. Therefore, it is very important that we have current
telephone numbers. If you have a visitor or service that will
be coming regularly to your residence, you can set them up
as a permanent visitor.
Are your telephone numbers and email addresses up-todate in our database? If you were gone over the summer and
turned in an updated Arrival Form when you returned, the
information should be current. If you haven’t turned in an
updated Arrival Form recently, we recommend you complete
one and make a note on the top that it is an “UPDATE”.
If you submitted a Departure Form when you left and
haven’t submitted an Arrival Form since you returned, complete one and return it to the Office or Gate House. If our
system has you “out of the resort” we will turn vehicles away,
telling them you are still gone.
More residents have been using GateAccess.net to
make their own reservations. We want to thank you! If you
have any questions, pick up an instruction sheet at the HTCA
Office or Gate House.You may still call us at 623-584-0068
to let us know you are expecting someone. We apologize
if your call isn’t answered, but there are times when we are
very busy with traffic at the Gate and cannot answer the
phone. In that case, please wait a few minutes and try again.

These Santas
volunteer at the
HT Chuckwagon

From the Patrol Front Gate House

We are making some improvements at the two entrance
lanes into the Resort from Bell Road.These should be implemented in the next few days.
1. We are replacing the cones with taller, narrow posts
between the lanes.The cones were hard to see for the drivers of some of the large trucks and RVs entering. If the new
posts are accidentally hit, they will bend and will not damage
the vehicles or the posts.
2.We are also installing low impact speed humps to control drivers who think they are at a race track. Since all drivers
should be stopping at the STOP sign before the driveway to
the golf course, drivers shouldn’t be going fast anyway. The
humps we selected are lower and wider than those seen in
most commercial parking lots and will not have that teeth
jarring impact.
3. You will also notice new signs to alert drivers of the
speed humps, and to slow down.
Lastly, we are moving the STOP sign up to the Gate House.
The prior location confused drivers: they were stopping by
the sign, which is 12 feet before where the officers would
greet them - causing them to be instructed to move forward.

a fable

CHUCKWAGON

A sparrow heard that the sky was falling
and lay down on his back. Along came one of
the king’s horsemen. He said,“Sparrow, there’s
work to be done! What are you doing?” The
sparrow said, “I heard the sky is falling, and I’m
holding it up.” The horseman was amused:“Do
you really think you can hold up the sky with
those little legs?” And the sparrow said, “We
do what we can.”

The Chuckwagon will close for the Christmas Holidays
after lunch on Thursday, December 20 and reopen on
Wednesday, January 2. Breakfast hours are 7-9:30 AM Monday-Saturday. Lunch hours are ll:30 AM -1PM Monday-Friday.
Todd Skinner, Manager, wants to send a special THANK
YOU to all cooks and volunteers.You are all very much appreciated. Please give some serious thought to volunteering
at the Chuckwagon. WE NEED YOU!! Please stop in and
ask where you can help.
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Interesting info
Tiny house living at happy trails

Isn’t it nice when you find you’re on the cutting edge of
a fashion trend? According to HGTV programs like “Tiny
House Hunters” and “Tiny House Nation”, very small houses
are just that.
As entertaining as the TV shows are, many of those tiny
houses would only work for people young enough to think
it’s feasible to have the bedroom and the bathroom on different floors, separated by a ladder.
We here at Happy Trails, with our RV’s, trailers, park
models, manufactured homes and petite stick-built homes
could teach the folks at HGTV a thing or two about successful tiny house living.
One distinct advantage of such a small house is that it
doesn’t take long to clean the whole place.Another welcome
feature is the short distance between the front door and
the bathroom.
If you live with someone else in a small house you always
know where they are. You never need to lie awake at night
planning how to rearrange the furniture; there is nowhere
else to put it.You can still buy stupid things to keep in your
house, but then you have to get rid of the stupid things you
previously bought – which is why we have yard sales.
In the end it’s not the house, it’s the people in it and the
neighborhood where you put it.We believe that Happy Trails
is the best neighborhood of all.

The Cactus Knows: “Hydration,
Hydration, Hydration”

The cactus plant has evolved to thrive in the desert.When
there’s no rain, its flesh gradually contracts and wrinkles up
alarmingly. But after a good rain, the cactus plumps up and
smoothes out like a double dose of Botox.
Cactus roots are tiny capillaries near the surface of the
ground, spread around the plant in a wide spiderweb shape
so it can quickly suck up water from a large area.The cactus
then stores its new supply of water and rations it until the
next rain.
Although a plump cactus is mostly water, if you cut one
apart the inside is actually not liquid, but rather a white mush.
However unappetizing, the cactus has kept many a lost and
dehydrated traveler alive in the desert.
We can all learn from the example of the cactus: “if there’s
water available, drink it”.

Arts & Crafts Show at
Happy Trails

Warning About Online Shopping
He only needs to change the “Ship to” address and is free
to order anything, or even change the password. You would
eventually figure it out from your credit card bill, but the
hassle of correcting the mess is yours alone.
Never, ever succumb to the temptation of using the same
password twice, and look at your online retail account pages
regularly. You can protect your Amazon account by deleting
the credit card information as soon as the item you ordered
has shipped. The next time you order, you’ll need to type in
your credit card information again. Inconvenient, but well
worth the bother.
Kay Kohman

You can’t rely on online retailers like Amazon to protect
your security, but you can protect yourself.
When your plastic credit card is stolen, the first place the
thief goes is a pay-at-the-pump gas station. The procedure is
similar for online accounts.
Email addresses are readily available and email passwords
can be hacked. If a thief gets the password for your email
account, the first place he goes is an online retail site like
Amazon to see if you happen to have used the same password for that.
For convenience, your credit card information is stored
on your Amazon account page between purchases. With
your email address and password, the thief “becomes you”.
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sports
Lady Putters

Lady Putters is still recruiting new members in December!
Please join us at the Great Eagle Nursery Green between
8:50-9:20 AM any Tuesday to check in. Bring a putter and a golf
ball. Putting starts at 9:30 AM. As a guest, your first morning
of putting is free!
New members pay $45, which is $15 registration and $30
for a golf shirt and green apron. Returning members, please
remember to bring four $1 bills to putt. Following putting
on December 11 we will have our holiday luncheon in the
Chuckwagon and give out awards.
Karen Duncan, 704-258-5427

happy trails/arizona traditions
men’s putters club

Friday mornings, November 3018 - April 15, 2019. Held at
Eagle Nursery Green (next to HT/AZT bridge.) Annual dues
$15/Daily Putt $5. FMI: Gene Milleville at Happy Trails, 618246-4690 or Bill Galitz at Arizona Traditions, 623-214-2944.

Ladies 9-Hole golf

If you are interested in playing 9 holes of golf in a noncompetitive, friendly atmosphere, please join us on Tuesday
mornings for a shotgun start at 7:45 AM .We ask that you
arrive 30 minutes prior to tee off. We pay $5 in dues each
year and we have a monthly members’ “Game Day”.
Each week we have voluntary 25 cent pots for the lowest
number of putts and for chip-ins. Because of the shotgun start,
we are able to gather after golf in the Pro-Shop Restaurant
for coffee and socializing.
Nina Frantsen has been posting the teams.Thank you Nina.
If you wish to golf with the Ladies Nine Holers, please sign
up on the bulletin board in the breezeway at the Pro-Shop
by Friday noon, for play the following Tuesday. FMI Contact
Nina at 995 448.
On Thursday, December 6 the 9 and 18 Hole Ladies will
meet at NC-2 for our Christmas Luncheon from 11 AM–1
PM. The sign-up sheet will be posted in the breezeway at
the Pro Shop.
Judy Starkes

Thursday men’s golf group

Need to sign up at clubhouse foyer before Tuesdays. Everyone welcome, although you will need an Arizona handicap.
If you don’t have one we can help you with attaining it. Fun
group. For more information call Dan Fowler or Bill Spencer
at 306-873-7167.

GREAT EAGLE MEN’S GOLF CLUB

It’s time to start your winter GOLFING. If you have been
thinking about joining a golf league, now is the time. The Great
Eagle Men’s Club is a Golf Handicap and Information Network
(GHIN) league. If you do not have a GHIN handicap and wish
to join the league, please contact any of the officers listed
below for information. Players can compete in the weekly
events with a temporary handicap.
We golf every Wednesday morning from November
through March, with an 8:30 a.m. shotgun start. We play a
different golf game each week with prize money. Sign-up for
the weekly events is at the Great Eagle Clubhouse and must
be completed by Sunday afternoon of that week. There are
three lunch meetings each season, ending with an awards
dinner/dance.
December matches will be a Chicago scoring event, 2
of 4 Net Score Best Ball event, a Shamble event, and a Razz
event. January events include the President’s Cup (match
play); February events include the Men’s Club Championship.
If you are looking for a great time with a fun and friendly
group, come join the Great Eagle Men’s Golf Club!
President - Bob Paterson; Vice President/Tournament
Director - Tim Johnson;Treasurer - John Fye; Secretary - Jeff
Winberg. Keep it in the short grass!
Jeff Winberg

ladies 18-hole golf

We met on November 6 at the Chuckwagon to enjoy a
tasty lunch, followed by the monthly meeting. On the meeting date, which is the first Tuesday of every month, we have a
shotgun start at 8:30 AM. On the other Tuesdays, we have tee
times starting at 8:30 AM as well. Every week, we have a fun
game in which to participate.There are KPs for each category
of handicaps. When golfers finish, a group congegrates for a
social time consisting of food/drink and much camaraderie.
If you are interested in joining, please contact Teri Patterson, our president, at 360-801-5468 or email twodawgs@
yahoo.com.
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EXERCISE BALL CLASS

Hiking

Classes start in December, every Monday & Wednesday
We will start up again on Wednesday October 24. We
from 8-9 AM in the Ballroom.
typically do two hikes a week.The established schedule is that
This is a low impact class. You will need a ball, mat and we hike on Tuesdays and Thursdays. This is not set in stone
weights. This class meets thru April.
and we do make adjustments for specific events.
FMI call Marcy at 623-537-5242 or Guyla at 206-795-0485.
On hike day we meet at the Town Center Post Office and
depart from there. Most hikes are within a 50 mile radius
of Happy Trails. In order to minimize parking problems at a
trailhead we share the ride. Driver compensation is based
Fitness Club Yoga Schedule
All classes are held at NC-2. There is a $5 donation to on miles driven and is announced with the trip information.
All Happy Trails Hiking Club official information is given via
join the club. Each class with Ione is an additional $1. Mats,
the
internet.The following week’s hikes are usually announced
blocks and straps are provided.
on
Friday
evening. The location, time to meet, distance to be
Ione’s class is geared for all levels but especially beginners.
hiked,
and
if possible, the elevation change are shown.You are
We highly recommend those new to yoga take Ione’s class.
responsible for determining your own health condition and
your personal fitness for any particular hike. If in doubt DO
Yoga class with
Beginners Yoga
Intermediate
NOT MAKE THAT SPECIFIC HIKE. At our ages it is almost
Monday, Wednes- Ione Crandell
Yoga Monday,
impossible to rate a hike’s difficulty for everyone.
Tuesday and
Wednesday, Friday, day, Friday, 8 AM
I can always be reached at joemhuzs@gmail.com. Looking
Thursday 8 AM
(Videotape)
6:50AM
forward
to our next season.
Joe Hughes
(Videotape)
Marge Harris, 623-293-1775

Ladies Aerobics

Join us for an hour in the Ballroom at 8 AM on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. On Mondays and Wednesdays we do
an aerobic DVD using hand weights if (desired). On Fridays we
do a walking in place DVD. Both are great exercise. We each
work at our own pace in regard to our specific aches and
pains.The mats are supplied, but you need to bring your own
hand weights and a stretchy band or hand towel for stretching at the end of class. FMI call Sue Jester at 602-750-7222.

This is our “Happy Hour” in the Town Center pool.

Shuffleboard

Billiards

Congratulations to those who participated in the HT
NovemberFest Carnival. Our members are always willing to
accept a challenge.
The Shuffleboard courts are open for play Mon-Thurs.
at 1:30 PM. Same-day sign in by 1:15 PM. Bring your holiday
guests and introduce them to a fun sport that anyone can
play.! Check the bulletin board for holiday schedule.
Lessons are held on Wednesdays Dec. 5-19, Ted Seith,
Instructor, 303-828-0365. The courts were recently repolished and are in excellent condition. No December meeting
is scheduled.

Everything is getting started for the Billiard Club events.
You need to sign in at 12:50 PM for singles play on Monday
& Friday afternoons to start playing at 1:00. On Wednesday
doubles play sign-in is also at 12:50 PM and play starts at 1:00,
with a break at 2:00 for ice cream and cookies. There is a
$1.00 charge for this, which is paid back to the winning teams.
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 we play pea pool for nickels
and dimes.Thursday evenings at 6:30 there is a 9 ball double
elimination tournament with $3.00 buy in. Schedules can be
picked up in the foyer by Activities or at the Pool Hall. Hope
to see some new players to join for a fun time!
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Horseshoe Club

A long time ago, Roy Rogers and Pat Brady decided to
host a Horseshoe tournament at Happy Trails. So they invited
some of their best friends, including Hopalong Cassidy, Gene
Autry, Lone Ranger and Tonto, Hoot Gipson, Maverick, Matt
Dillon and Chester, Wild Bill Hancock, Buffalo Bill and a few
others. No one can remember who won but it was the start
of the HT Horse Shoe Club..
After the tournament they all gathered at the Chuckwagon where Dale Evans, Annie Oakley, Calamity Jane, Miss
Kitty hosted a traditional pot luck. It was great.
Since then the club has grown into a friendly group of
local residents who meet daily and start throwing around
9 AM. Every year we always meet and find new people that
would like to throw with us and join the club. We have the
instructors and equipment for beginners, so please feel free
to join us. We have already attracted 3 new people this year.
PS, We also talk a little trash.

Santa is working out,
getting ready for the
big day!

Tennis

Happy Trails Tennis Club is excited to announce that our
club instructors will be offering advanced training along with
our very successful beginner and intermediate instruction.
These classes are held on Mondays, 11 a.m.-1 p.m. at the
Town Center courts. With the return of Al Swanson and
the addition of Ed Landry,Tom Schmidt, our head instructor,
will be expanding our teaching program.
The club gives special thanks to Ken Leonard for all the
years he served as an instructor. Also Bob Walls, who stepped
in last year during Al’s absence.
December 15 (12:15pm sign-in) is our Jingle Bell Rock
Social. Sign-up sheets will be posted in the Town Center
Court bulletin board case. Also at this location are lists of
directors and all weekly tennis activities. Please sign up or
call to be included. Mary Schmidt, 208-733-2652.
These Santas love to play Pickleball
in their spare time

			

pickleball

The Happy Trails “Classic“ Pickleball Tournament will be
held January 14-19, 2019 at Cascades Courts.
The dinner/dance will be Thursday, January 17, 2019. Social
Hour is at 5 PM. Dinner is at 6 PM, and the dance will start at
7 PM. This years theme is “SEE RED”. Please wear red.
Still looking for Volunteers. If you’re not able to volunteer
please come down and support our Happy Trails players.This
is a huge event for our community.
CUC meeting will be December 4th; Executive meeting
December 5th; General Meeting December 11.Time and
locations will be announced at a later date.

Craft show participants

10

MUSIC AND DANCE
LINE DANCING

Strings & Things News

Unfortunately we are still in limbo as to the opening time
for NC-2 and the start of line dancing. Hopefully, by the time
you are reading this, we have already started. If not, all I can
say is, the days and times will remain the same as stated on our
schedules. As soon as Activities and Management give the goahead we will start dancing. Watch for their announcement!
Looking forward to seeing you on the new dance floor.
Pat Juris. 623-214-0168

Welcome, returning and new musicians to our weekly
jam sessions with Strings & Things. We meet every Monday
and Thursday, 1-3 PM in the Chaparral Room.We welcome
beginner and seasoned musicians of acoustic instruments to
join us. Music is a great hobby and we encourage one another
with new tunes (instrumentals) and songs (vocals).
Our first Jam 4 Canz will be on January 13 at NC-2. We
are also open to play at club or private events. We have a
play out scheduled for January, choosing songs that support
the idea of “coming together”.
Contacts: Jerry Schwab - jerryws1431@mac.com - 559967-6379 or Bill Eyler - ledals@aol.com - 425-327-6551.

Theater

What fun we had at Novemberfest. Thank you for attempting to get a hole in one while shooting for the stars.
We are gearing up this year’s show, “Starry Starry Night”.
The dates are February 20, 21, 22, and 23, 2019.Tickets go on
sale Tuesday, January 8th, in the Ballroom from 7 AM-noon.
Jon Studebaker HTTG President, 623-466-4238

KARAOKE

We will continue on Monday nights at 4 PM at NC-1.
Come and celebrate the season of Thanksgiving with song.
Either sing or enjoy the singing of others. TRY IT, YOU MAY
SURPRISE YOURSELF AT YOUR HIDDEN TALENT!
Bring snacks and beverages to enjoy the evening.

the
orphaned
quail

Karen Goettsch found a newly hatched Baby Quail. After
having no luck finding its family, Karen and Dave took the
struggling tiny bird home. They got on the internet to learn
what to do and how to care for it.
They still continued to try and get the little ball of fluff to
bond with every family of quail they came across and none
took to the little one or he to them. They learned it was a
male when his breast plate began to darken. As his delicate
head dressing began to grow they named him “Top Knot”.
The Goettschs learned what to feed him, which, at the
time was Wild Bird Chick starter food, mashed finely at first,
raw veggies and some flowers. Top Knot’s favorite food is
broccoli. He also delights in devouring those tasty, pretty
yellow flowers.
At first he bonded with his human foster parents so
closely he did not want to leave their presence. He often
rode on Karen’s shoulder. She took him to the pond by NC-1
to find a potential family, but Top Knot just had fun playing
in the grass, at times with other birds.
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As Top Knot overcame his newborn shyness, Dave would
gently push the little fellow away with his foot to encourage
him to wander and explore. The quail did have some fears,
which will teach him not to trust every living creature or
be eaten. He found out early on that he was safer up a tree.
Top Knot’s adopted parents keep him outside as much as
possible to get him accustomed to where he is meant to live.
Although he loves his “safe” toys, Top Knot is frightened
by a plastic lizard. He runs from it most quickly, which is the
best defense for swift moving quail.
Karen and Dave learned that hatchlings can leave their
parents by 8 weeks, which came up the end of June. Top
Knot is still with the couple, and Dave is amazed the little
quail has lived this long. Their goal is to show him how to
survive outdoors so that when he wants to leave their care
and protection Top Knot has the best chance to make it in
this often dangerous place. Happy Trails may be safe for us
humans, but Top Knot may have to discover survival of the
fittest. At this time he is 8 months old and thriving.

2017 Christmas Golf Cart Parade
Club Skits 2018

2017 Christmas Golf Cart Parade
Club Skits 2018

crafts
Stitchery

Our mission statement is “To engage. excite, and inspire
creativity and a sense of community among the members
of the Happy Trails Stitchery Club.” This is also a place to
have fun, make new friends and be supportive of each other.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, Dec. 4 at 2 PM in
the Chapparal Room. We also use this time to show off our
creations and share helpful hints with one another.
Our annual Christmas Luncheon will be on Saturday, Dec.
8 in NC-1. Sign up for this in the Stitchery Room by Dec. 5.
We offer classes and workshops for a nominal fee or
free, and new classes are added each month. A list of classes
and requirements for them is posted in the Stitchery Room.
Come in and check out all the exciting things happening
in Stitchery this year. FMI: Nancy Escott, (206)818-2443.

These Santas make
beautiful beading art.

beaders

Welcome to open beading, where we learn from each
other and witness thread, wire and more become amazing
pieces of work. We are in the Lantana Room from 9 AM-4
PM. Come and go as you please, but come.
Mickie Jones, 937-660-2246

arts and crafts

Santa making
jewelry, ALWAYS a
well received gift!

LAPIDARY & SILVERSMITH CLUB

Our club consists of lapidary, which is the art of cutting,
shaping and polishing semi-precious stones, and silversmithing.
We offer classes in basic Lapidary (required for all members),
silversmithing and silver wire wrapping.
We are open from 9AM to 4PM, Monday thru Saturday, or
as a monitor is available to keep the shop open. Please refer
to the schedule posted on the door.
Membership dues are $15 annually and there is a nominal charge for classes. You can learn to cut, shape and polish
a semi-precious stone in three to five sessions, learn basic
silversmith techniques in five sessions and learn how to wire
wrap a stone in only one session! Other classes and demos
may be offered as Instructors are available. Class sizes are
small and we supply tools and equipment for all classes.
For those who want a quick and unique gift, we have a Gift
Shop open to the public with hand-crafted jewelry made by
members. Please stop by for a tour to learn more about what
we have to offer. We hope to see you soon!
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Christmas shopping is in full swing. Check our handmade
cards and gifts for sale in the Boutique.
Arts and Crafts has a professional fine arts teacher. She
only charges $10 and she works with all mediums. Something you always wanted to do? Join us on Saturdays from
9 AM-12 noon.
We also have a class on digital cards and scrapbooking.
This class is on Monday from 12:30-3 PM. Bring your computer and Photo Shops Elements, or come by to see if this
is something that will interest you.
Also stop by and check out our card and scrapbooking
groups on Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 AM to 3 PM.
Jill Horner, 623-810-5935

Quilting

The Quilt Club is up and running. For just $10 dues you have
access to all the resources of the club. What a deal! Not only
do we have the spaces, but we have great friendly people. Stop
by Quilt Room 2 and see our beautiful 2019 raffle quilt.Tickets
on sale at Vendors Day or in the Quilt Room. If you’re not
sure what we’re about, come on Thursdays and see our Linus
projects in action.
Karen Wood 360 -256-4917

SERVICE GROUPS
happy trails christian fellowship

Alzheimer/dementia caregiver
support group

Are you excited about GOD? Well, that’s a good idea. We
can give you lots of ideas about God during our Services at
9:13AM each Sunday. We meet in the HT Ballroom and are
led by Senior Pastor Jim Smith, who is bringing us the message through Colossians this season. Our Associate Pastors
Ed Anderson and Darwin McIntosh serve this community as
well. These three are very knowledgeable and really enjoy
spreading the good word from the Gospel. Our Fellowship is
inter-denominational and Bible based, which means everyone
fits in and is welcome.
December 16 offers the ultimate in celebrating the birth
of Christ. Our Christmas Cantata at 9:13 AM will be led by
Betty Hall.A Chili Fest is at noon. Bring a serving for 8 of chili,
or cornbread, or dessert. This will be followed by caroling
in our park. At 6 PM there will be a Gospel Fest in the HT
Ballroom presenting voices and songs you won’t want to miss.
We encourage you to join us on Christmas Eve, Dec.
24, for a candlelight service at 4 PM. Everyone in the park
is welcome to join us for these events even if you are not a
member of our fellowship.
We hope you really enjoy a very Merry Christmas celebrating the birth of Christ.
Jill Horner, HTCF Secretary, 623-810-5935

Information on West Valley caregiver support groups is
available in the Activities annex room along with information
on many other services for seniors.
The Happy Trails caregiver support group will meet here
on Monday mornings at 9 AM when the Music Room is available at NC-2. Hopefully we can meet beginning November
26th. Please attend the Domestic Friend program in the Ballroom at 10 AM and find out how to make our communities
more knowledgeable regarding people with dementia and
their families. FMI: Carol Lee at 209-480-1277,
Caden, an
accomplished
pianist and his
sister Lily, a soloist
who “sings like
an angel”, have
performed at
HTCF many times
to the delight of the
Fellowship. Their
proud grandma is
Sandy Potter.

Low Vision Support Group

Wednesday December 19, at 4:00 pm - at lot 2193
Subject : Using technology to aid vision
FMI: Lloyd Miller 623 214 7741 - 224 258 3016

veterans helping veterans
(Non-profit organization)

vetsforvets@live.com

Household items needed such as beds, small
household appliances, furniture and many more
items. FMI: Holly Bannon (Sun City Elks), lot #1738,
623-474-3083 or 360-201-3447. Pick up will be provided.

in memoriam
Charles Horvath, lot 2331, died on June 6, 2018. He is survived by wife Virginia.
Carl Ulrich, lot 2255, died on June 8, 2018.
Deon Wiechmann, lot 399, died November 9, 2018.
Shirley Hallgren, lot 1298, died November 7, 2018. She is survived by husband Dale.
Please help the Coyote Staff. If you know of the passing of a Happy Trails resident please provide us
with the full name, date of death, lot number and surviving spouse. Email to: noseycoyote@gmail.com
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Please
ask
about
our
Home
Watch
Services

International Realty Partners
(email) mikelapam27@cox.net

Specializing in Happy Trails
Mike Durant 623.694.7928
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LOWEST PRICES ON TIRES
AND SERVICE GUARANTEED
NATIONWIDE
WARRANTY ON
TIRES & SERVICE

MOTORHOME
AND TRAILER
TIRES

COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE
REPAIR

16880 W. Waddell Rd. • 623-975-4200

E & J ROOFING, LLC

NoseyCoyote-BizCard-2015Nov.indd 1

10/19/15 8:45 AM

1-602-315-9017
ROOF PROBLEMS?

Urethane Foam Specialists
Kool Seal - Rhino Coat - Shingles Seal
All Types of Roofing

ROC# 291333
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ROC# 291334

(602) 315-9017
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Custom
Homes
Remodeling

24/7 AIRPORT SHUTTLE
$3 Off Round Trip - Code NC1718
suncityexpress.com 623-933-9300
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coming E V ENT s
March 5, 2019

Stylin’ in Surprise!

Stitchery's Style Show tickets go on sale
Jan. 2 in the Stitchery Room.
December 3, 2018

December 1 and 8, 2018

Yard Sales

See Activities For Phases
December 4, 2018

So This Is Christmas
Starring Chuck Wagner

Christmas In The Courtyard
Starts 3:30 PM

December 11, 2018

December 31, 2018

Holiday Golf Cart Parade

Meet at 4:45 PM in the Parking Lot
January 7, 2019

Every Brothers Experience
Featuring The Zmed Brothers

New Year’s Eve Dance
With A Live DJ

January 14, 2019

The Diamonds

Classic Rock & Roll

meetings
Thursday, Dec 6	Town Meeting
10:30AM in the Ballroom
Friday, Dec 7
Vendors’ Day
9:00AM-1:00PM in the T.C.
Monday, Dec 10
HTCA Board Workshop 1:00PM in the Ballroom
Thursday, Dec 13
HTCA Board Meeting
1:00PM in the Ballroom

